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The human brain is SU\)Posec{ to be this amazing
supercomputer +hat's ca?able of all sorts of
incredible stuff. But if that's trve, then T
dont know w}\?/ my brain is alwa)/s makiha me do
S+UP5& 'H\ihss.

!

.
T+ ac+ua||7/ a little ahhoyihs, because if you +hink

about it, your brain’s one Job is 1o be smart.




T guess it's m?/ own fault for fi“iha m)/ brain with
-H\ihss +hat aren+ important, like video game cheat
codes and theme songs to old TV shows. Because
how there’s no room lef+ for stuff +hat ac-l'uall?/

matters.

The Problem with a brain is that there’s oh|>/ a
limited amount of room in there, so eVeh+ua||7 you
run out of s+orase. Ah& +)ne reason its }mrd for
old people to learn new -H'\ihgs is because +heir
brains are Just full.

IT'S CALLED “SOCIAL MEDIA™
AND IF YOU WANT TO "LIKE”
SOMETHING YOU JUST PRESS

THIS LITTLE HEART!




One of these clays +)ne)/’re gonna -Fisure out a
way to add more memor)/. Ahc} w‘weh -Hwe)/ do,
I,m gonhnha buy myseH: +he {353365+ booster Pack

T can afford.

BRAIN
~|B00STS

ey — pre ,éz
Th the meantime, T'm +r7ih3 to be real d\oosy

about what T Pu-l' in m)/ brain. So when someone’s
+e||ih3 me some‘l'\'\ihs T don*t need o know, T

Just +r>/ and block i+ out.

SO THEN MRS. O'MALLEY SAYS SHE WASN'T
THE ONE WHO CALLED ME A LIAR. SO
I ASKED HER WHY SHE WAS TALKING
TO MRS. FERGUSON BEHIND MY BACK!

-
) LA LA LA I CAN'T
HEAR YOU!




When 7/ou're a kid, the -H\ihs +hat 7ou use your
brain for the most is school. And a lot of )/our
brain power goes to memorizing useless stuff, like
+he names of vice Presideh‘rs and the words +o
Presc)nool songs.

IF YOU'RE HAPPY AND
YOU KNOW IT P
AND YOU REALLY WANT
3 TO SHOW IT o

BYEA

One thing that’s reall)/ inconvenient is that your
brain is inside your }\ea&, so 70u have to take it

eVerywhere 7ou go. But if -H\e)/ ever Fisur‘e out a
way to deal with that issve, then school is gohha
be a whole different -H'\ihg.
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T +hink i+ would be great if your brain could be
at school learning while you’r‘e off doihs -H'\ihgs you
ac-hmll?/ ehJoy, like Playihs laser tag with your
friends or "\dhsihs out at the arcade. T‘-\eh )/ou
could Pick up your brain at the end of the clay
and get all ca.ua\\'l' up-

—

SO WHAT DID YOU \
i1 LEARN AT |
LANE SCHOOL TODAY?/

J
-

-

~ AN

- - T\

For now T guess were stuck with +he current
situation where your bo&?l and your brain need o
be in the same \)|ace. And if you’re a kid, +hat
means )/ou‘\le gotta S\Dehd a 653 chunk of 7our

+ime at sc‘\ool.

M)/ Problem with that is how long +he school day %

S



Youre there for seven hours, but you ?robably
oh|)/ SPehJ +weh+)/ minutes a c}ay on actual
|earhih3. And that's becavse most of )/our time s
SPeh+ on stuff that doesnt have “h)’+"ih3 to do
with education.

Toda?/ n 'FE'F‘H\ ?eriod we sPeh-l' zero time |earhih3
about HES'l'ory because a bee got loose in the
classroom. And +hat PreH’y much killed the
chance of ah)/-l')nihs ?roéuc-h'\le }\a‘)?ehiha.

HOMEWORK

READ CHAPTERS
nN+12

T wish eVer)/ohe would stop foo|ih3 around and
Just get down to business once school starts.
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Because tha+ way we could get +he learning par+t
over with and be out of there before lunchtime.
But T think they like 4o stretch +hings out and
kee\: you there for as long as Possible.

The whole reason school was invented in the first
P|ace is because back in olden times, kids were

causing too mdh7’ Problems at home while their

Pareh‘l's were at work.

So +\'\e>/ created this whole system with textbooks
and lockers and Alsebrc\ an Ph?fs Ed Just to
kee\) kids out of trouble for a few hours eVer?f dqy.

7



You're in school from the time )/ou’re four until 7/ou’re
at least eia\w-l'eeh. Ah& after 7/ou,r'e done wH'\‘\ ?four
education ’ you Nave +o Se‘l' a \job and work until you

reach old age. So b}l +he time you,r‘e 'l’}'\r‘ous"\ with all
that, youre foo tired to do anything fun.

Tf +he.7 rea”?/ wanted to, +}\e7/ could Probably
teach you eVery-H\ihs you qc+uo\||>/ need to know
b)/ ‘H’\e +ime you’re five or six. But I guess
?areh‘l's dont want to have +o com?e-fe with




So +\'\e)/ teach you a li+te bit at a time so you
don+ 3e+ too smar+ oo quick. Ahd sometimes -H'\e?/
teach you stuff you can+t even USE.

That's what's been }\o\ﬁ)ehihs at my school la+e|7.
T Just +ook three months of Latin with a teacher
named Mr. Le7+oh, and it was my favorite class.
But it turns out he didn*t know Latin at all, and
was +eac)nih3 us nonsense the whole time.

ESKA TUSO
NOMURSKO?

m™MSO
GREGORIO!

When +he school found out Mr. Le)/+oh was o
:ZAM:ytlftin_— fraud, ‘H\e)/ fired him. So now all Te got to show

impester Lor +he last three months of my life is khowiha
}\ow ‘o order a *\amburser n a |ah3ua3e +}\a+

c{oeSh’i' even exist.



Mr. Le7+oh isn+ the ohly ohe +eac)nih3 us stuff we
cant really use. M7/ Social Studies teacher is Mrs.
deke)/, and this is her last 7eo.r. So the ohly
countries she teaches us about are the ones she's
Plahhihs on Visiting with her husband after she
FEXIFES,

research which cruise SHPS have the best meal ?|qhs.

7 GLUTEN-
FREE FREE  DESSERT SALAD
DRINKS  MENU BAR BAR
PREMIERE
CRUISE
RUTS X | X [ X | X
QUEEN
CRUISES X
TISLAND
HOPPER >< ><
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Some of our +eachers dont even bother +r ing

+o teach us ahr-l'}\ihs at all. Ms. Pritchard is
SUPPosec{ to be +eac)nih3 us Geometry, but she uses
her new smart board for stuff like }-\el\)ihs her
?ick out which breed of PUP?)/ Yo get.

A few of the teachers are doing their best, but us
kids dont led?’S make it easy for them. Mr. Rask
tried +eac}\ih3 Science the r‘esu|o\r way for half the
year, but hobody seemed interested.




So he switched 4o +eac\'\ih3 about gross stuff.
And even -Hwoush i+ makes Science a lot more
interesting, T don+ think any of the information
we re learning n's\-\-l‘ how is gohha helP us get into

a 300& co||e3e later on.

T wish T didnt know half the stuff Tve learned
in Mr. Rask’s class. BPecause ever since we watched

a Vi&eo about +)ne microscopic Po\rasi-l'es I.‘v;ng on our
s](ih, T cant $+o? H‘c"\ih\g.
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We don*t even have an Alaebra +eacher ah?/more.
Mrs. Kwan went on ma.-l'erhi-i'y leave back in

October, and -H\e)/ hever found a |oh3-+errn sub
1o fill in for her.

So Juriha fourth Pen’o& ﬂ'\e?/ Just stick us in a
computer lab and have us 9o oh +his maﬂ\—ﬁame
we{)sH'e, which is sPthOreJ by a cahcly com\aah)/.

GOBSMASH

How many more
Fruity Medley Gohsmasher
can fit in Billy’s mouth

hefore he busts?

A. 34
B. 37
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Now eVer)/ohe in m)t 3ro\<ie needs cahdy +o do
ma-i'h, and w}\eh we took a standardized test last
month, a bunch of kids {)rouah-l' Packs of\je“y
beans and bubble gum o %el? +hem count.

SWAKE
SHAKE

T Probably would Ve done a lo+ beer on the
test if T wasnt sitting behind a kid who went
-H\rough an entire Jur of Gobsmashers.

T+ wasnt Jus-l' +he math section that was hard .
‘l'}\oua}\.

14



'ﬂ'\e reac}iha section ‘\ad a buhd\ of essa)rs, o\hc{
the science section had ques-h'ohs about stuff we
never covered in class. And there wasn+t a sihsle
c{ueS'h'oh about farts or bur‘\)s.

So when our school’s test results came back, it
wash+t a surprise +hat our scores were the lowes+

n -H\e state. Ih -ch-l', our scores were so bad we

Base

TEST SCORES PLUMMET
¢a)

MIDDLE SCHOOL'S PERFORMANCE NOSE-DIVES

mo.c}e +}\e news.

A lot of parents were \pre++>/ upset, ihcludihs
mine. And T guess +he sterih‘l'ehdeh'l” was under
pressure to make bis c)no\hﬁes, because he fired

our ‘)rihci‘)ah Mrs. Mahc?f, and asked the old
?rihci?o\l, Mr. Bottoms, to come out of retirement.

15



Tm ac+ua||)/ sur?risec{ Mr. Bottoms aareed +o0 come
back, because the way older brother Rodrick
described i+, when Mr. Bottoms retired a few
years ago, he went out with a bdhs.ffﬁ‘zfﬁ{‘Jﬂ

V.

But ‘I,m roo+ih3 for Hm to turn +¥\ih35 around.
Because based on my education so far, the Ohl)’ J'o{)

Tm gonna be qualifiecl for is a crucHy middle-school
Latin teacher.

@ B URAG R@ LATANIA

16



Pri‘nci‘)o\l Bottoms has ohl)/ been in c“\o\rse for a
few c}ays, but he's already made some 653 c\\ahses.
And any class that doesnt teach stuff +hat's on
the standardized test has been cut.

Which kind of stinks, becavse we had J'us+ started
+he Brownie Bdkihs unit in our Home Ec class.

ﬂ‘\ihss \mVe So-Heh a lot more serious in +)ne
classes +hat werent cut, like Science. Mr. Rask
isn+ ‘I'eac’nihs about boc}y smells and -I'\\ihss like
+hat ahymore, but that doesnt mean the stuff
we re ledrhihs isn+ gross. Because this week he
anhounced we were starting a Dissection unit on

+a.Peworms.

17



Luckily, +here werent ehous"\ tapeworms to go
around, so me and m)( partner, Tyler Gear)/,
Kad 4o work with some noodles from +he cafeteria
instead. T)/ler takes +his science stuff Pre++y
seriouslr, +\\ou3¥\, and ?rou’cl never think he was
operating on lef+over pasta.

D

T guess maybe T)/ler will grow up to be a surgeon
one &a?r. Bt T )no‘)e T dont end up on )nis
operating table, because Tl know exacﬂy where he

3

30‘]’ his education.

GREG? GREG
HEFFLEY?




E ver boc}y +hinks |earhih3 science is great, but
'H‘\ey never talk about +)ne ﬂi? side of 'l"‘\ihss.

T Ve seen a bunch of movies where a scientist loses
+heir mind and tries 1o take over the world. But
you never see ahy movies where the villain is a mad

zookee?er or a mad ao\r&eher.

So when it comes to science, T think the less you
khow, ﬂ-\e better. Pecause I doh’+ heecl to be ‘H-\e

SU W“\O messes arouhd dhd dCCf&Qh‘fd“?/ 0?3'(’\5 U? a

Por+a| to +he demon realm. .
L—) ;g%i%

&3



Tyler Geary says that if we ever get to operate
on real tapeworms, he’s gonhha -l'r)( to brihg one
back +o life b)/ )nookiha it up to electrodes. And
+his is exac-Hy +he ﬁy\)e of -H-\iha T'm worried about.
TR iﬂ,g/ ko
1f you ask me, you shouldn® 90’ screwing around
-l'r)/ihs to br‘ihs +he dead back to life. On top
of i+ Just beih3 wrong, it could also be Pr‘e‘H'?f

deWdr&.

T feel bad T never sent my Great Aunt Reba a
‘H‘\ahk-—?/ou card for the bir—k\wéay mohey she gave me
a few years ago. So T dont know what T4 say to
her if she was back in the ?ic-h;re all of a sudden.

@RRY, I COULD@
FIND STAMPS!
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When T'm gohe, T \‘\oPe my -Family doesnt +r7/ and
bring ME back 4o life. Because if coming back means
}\qviha +to bdb)/SH’ m)/ Srea+-3red+-3ren+ srdhdkicis "
I’d ra-H-\er eVer)lohe Jus+ let me rest in peace.

WE'LL BE BACK
AFTER THE MOVIE!

Bt T ?roba{ﬂy shouldnt worry about someone in my

class makihs a bis scientific brenkﬂ\rous)n, because you
need +he proper equiPmeh‘l' for +hat sort of +)nih3.
And m)/ school cant even afford +o give eVeryohe
+he ria}ﬁ kind of protective eyewear, o Peovle have
been br‘ihsihs their own gear from home.

21



The science lab isn+t +he ohly ?lace in our school
-H\arf doesnt )naVe H‘\e proper equE?meh-l', ﬂwous\\.

Half the Io\?+o~‘>s in the computer center have missing
letters on their keyboar&s. Ahcl last week T 3o+ a
bad sro\Je on a His+or7 paper when T had 4o use a

com?trl'er‘ +hat was missing all +he vowels.

-l ~
Grg Hffly
Wrld Hstry

ncnt Pyrmds

Thsnds f yrs g, enstretn f mgnfent stretrs
ws strtd n ncnt gypt. Th mtrls sd wr snd
nd stn.

'ﬂ‘\e area of ‘H‘\e sc\'\oo| w}'\ere we re s\‘\or+es+ on
materials is +he |ibrar)/ , because a lot of the shelves
are emP+7. But it wasnt always like +hat.

Back in SeP+em’Der we 30‘1’ a new librarian hnmed
Ms. Masie, who created a src\?}\ic hovel section and

filled i+ with books she ?m'd for with her own mohey.

22



ﬂwe most \)oPu|ar books were from +)nis series ca“ec{
Commando Crocodile, and no matter how man
copies she bous‘ﬁ, Ms. Masie couldnt kee\) +hem
on the shelves. Tf you wanted 4o check out a
copy, you had to put your hame on a list that was

a mile lohs.

23



But T guess some parent had a Problem with the
way Commando Crocodile was drawn, so -H\e)/ filled

out a com?|aih+ form.

Library Book Challenge Form

Name of Book: Comman&o CPOCOdi'e:
Tunnel Vision

Author: M Q+'\7 Shub

Reason for challenge:

crocodile is not
wedr‘ing Parﬁ-s

A\)Pareh-ﬂy, the rule is that if one parent
com?hihs about a book, P & )nas 1o be remoVe&
from the |ibrary. But Ms. Masie came up with a

com‘)romise o kee? -H\e series on -H'\e S’nelVes.

She used a marker to draw pants on Commando
Crocodile, and that seemed o sa+.'s1f7 the parent
w)no made a stink about it.

71




[ got a bone to pick
with ya, mate!

TN

03
Coes
Ql§(~ \- Crikey! Thie

: bloke just

), . _ won’t quit!

[0

It’s gettin’ a
little chockers
in here!

But +hen a new ?r‘oblem cro?‘)ecl up. Some kids had
their own uncensored copies of Commando Crocodile
at "\ome 4 ah& *H\e)/ brous}ﬂ' ‘H’\em +o sc“\ool. Ahc}
w\weh Prihci‘ml Bottoms found out about 9 }\e
cohmfisczi'eci their copies.




So then the school star+ed c)neckiha our bags for

Commando Crocodile books at the besihhihg of +he
da)/, which added fifteen minutes to 3e+ +\'\rou3}\

the doors.

SECURITY
CHECKPOINT,

PLEASE PLACE
_ BAGS ON TABLE

But kids are smart, ahc} some of +)nem -Figurecl out
wu)/s to sneak the books into school dh)/Wd)(.




T+ turns out that com?|a6h+s are contagjous, because

some parents su&dehl)/ noticed that there were
a bunch of books in the lijorar)/ that had animals
without ANY clothes, so then Ms. Masie had +o
speh& her +ime Jealihs with THAT issce.

EVeh-fuall)/, Ms. Masie gave up and put all the
books that were c\w"ehse& in a dback room. And
if 7/ou wanted to read them )/ou had o 3e+ a

permission sli? from a parent.

27




After a while, there were more books in the banned
section than the main IEbrar)/, so the school had to
write 4o all the parents and ask them +o donate
books from home.

But that Just gave eVeryohe an excuse to unload
all +the books +he7 didnt want.

28



Tf you ask me, T +hink +the whole book-bahhihs
-ﬂ'\ihs backfired. A lot of ?eoP|e donated romance
novels, c\hcf the stuff in them is a lot more
inappropriate +han dh)/'ﬂ'\iha in Commando Crocodile.

My mom say’s +hose +7?es of books arent real
literature, but I 'Figure as |oh3 as a ?ersoh IS
r‘ea&ih& y its a soocl ﬂ\ihs.

29



\r\]ec{hescla/y
Pn’hci?al Bottoms is +r7ih3 to encourage kids

to get better 3ra.cles, so last week he created

+his new program called +he His\w ﬂxersﬂtﬁ/, "L
which is kind of like one of those airline rewards L

programs. ﬂ‘\e basic idea is that the better )rou

do in school, +he more rewards you earh.

The kids in +he Hig}'\ Flyers Club get all sorts of
?erks, |ike ?referred sea+ih3 n -H\e classrooms
with extra |e3room.




But that kind of stinks for +he rest of us,
because now there’s less space for eVeryohe else.

5,

=1

L P VWA

) ~—

o <D

W//1n Y//uy u!/anl ink

il -3 )
Ih Geome*l'ry, ‘H\ere wasn+ a lot of room to {)eaih

wiﬂw, so to make extra Space for -H'\e HES}'\ T:Iyers,
'ﬂ'\e)/ had to take out a whole row of seats.

T}\o\'i‘ means ki&s like me who usecl 1Yo st in 'H\e back
row have to sit on the heater. And +hat +)nih3 IS
so hot that if you s-h:a)/ still too |oh3, your butt
coul& burst into flames. So '_]: )naVe Yo SH-H from
one cheek to the other +o give each a break.

HOT HOT /4
7 f AL
Gl Y ‘ .‘

/ﬂ‘




But extra legroom isnt the ohly +¥\ih3 were
Jeqlous about. The His}\ Flyers get snacks and
drinks c{urihs class, which ‘H'\ey’re not allowed +o
share with the rest of us.

teachers aren+ too thrilled with that part of
+he deal.

32



T'm hot too bothered that those kids can use +he
teachers’ louhge , but T am Jea|ous -H'\e?/ get to use
‘H’\e bnﬂ\room n ‘H\ere _\;Ve “\earé its a one-seater 2
and T reo\ll7/ heed my Fr:\mcy when T 9o-

I WOULDN'T GO
IN THERE FOR A
LITTLE WHILE.

‘ﬂ\e H-S}\ T:lyers even have their own sePo\raJre
/_’_ San / ”LL/\)*:;\A//
entrance when -H\e)/ 3e+ ‘o schoo| (o) -I')ne)/ breeze

‘H\rous}\ securrly in +he morhuhs
l X-RAY

= e
i
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On +op of that, the High Flyers get let out of
school before eVeryohe else. And even -H\ous}\ it's
ohly five minutes eo\rl)/ , that's still ?|eh+7 of +ime
to get a head start on the bullies.

......

d ANAAR ....‘Z,. X - A/....‘
v v

EVeryohe wants to be a \)ar-i‘ of the His\w Flyers
Club, but it’s not E'.dS?f ‘o 3e+ in. You heecl Yo “\aVe
s+ra53¥-\+ A’s in all your classes, and there are oh|7
a handful of kids smart ehoush to a.d'uall)/ Pu”

‘H\a-l' off.

So some kids have been c)newh'ha +o +r)/ and get
better sra&es. Ahcl -H\ey’Ve been comihS vp wiﬂ\
some ?re-H‘)/ ihgenhious wq)/s to do i+, too.

34



Tn Geome‘h’y, Adam Katz wrote a bunch of
equa-h'ohs on the back of +he sticker on his water
bottle so he could look at them &uriha a test.
And he mis}ﬁ’Ve 30++eh awa)/ with it if he wasnt
so obvious about what he was &oihg.

Th Science, a kid named Damon Fell dc+0d">/ made
a {fake arm, which he Pu-f on +op of his desk &urihs
the test. Then he looked Up anhswers oh +he ?\\ohe
he was \\olclihs UNDERNEATH +he desk. The
oh|>/ reason he 9ot busted was because he 9ot a
notification in the middle of +he test.

35



Some kids have been teaming up to cheat. A few
girls in my His+or7 class wrote the names of the
most important battles of +he Civil War on +he
backs of their necks, then moved their hair out of
the way once the test started.

Ah& n Ehﬁlish, a buhc"\ of ki&s created ‘H‘\is crdzy
s)/s-l'em of communicating answers o each other b
using Morse code with their pens, but hobociy le+
me in on what -H'\ey were up to.

36



The c)nea‘rihs’s become such a bia ?roHem +hat
-i'oc}a?/ the school had an assembl)/ to deal with it.

’ﬂ\e?/ broug"vl’ in this 9y hamed Clarence Cluster,
who said he started c%ea*h’hs when he was in
middle school, which ruined his whole life. And T
think his S‘l‘or')/ nc+ua|l7 shook a few kids Up-

Clarence Cluster

But T'm 90% sure that this 3“)”5 hame wash+

even Clarence Cluster, and he was Just an actor

+he school brouah'l' in +o scare us.

37



That's because he looked exac+|7 like one of the

characters in a dinner theater show my family went

‘o over ‘l')ne summer.

p 5

BE OUR GUEST! ‘/7
BE OUR GUEST!
)

no&
A

=
o2

T£ the school rea||7 wanted to get +}\r‘ou3¥\

+o us about how &is}-\ohesi')/ can ruin your life,
-H'\ey should ve broua‘ﬁ in the school’s Very first
Prihci?al, Ldrr?/ Mack. But T guess +)ne7 couldnt

do that, since he’s still in prison.

T£ +he name Larry Mack sounds familiar, it's
because his -Family owhs a giant chain of car
dedlers\\i?s out on Route One.

38



Ahcl "\e,s still on a buhc‘w of olcl bi"{)oar&s hoboc})/
ever bothered +o take down.

¢ Tell em

But Larry Mack didn*t start off in the car
business. He was the Prihcipal of the middle school
for +en )/ears . and after he 3o+ famous for his
car cleqlershi?s -H'\ey hamed +he school after him.




He was so \)o?ulo\r +hat +\-\e7 even made a statue
of )nim ; w}\ic}\ -H\ey ?u-l' n +"\e front courvard.

But after La.rr)/ Mack oPehec{ his fifAh car
dealers)nip, some repor-ters started Pokihs arouhd,
‘l'r)/ihs +o learn }\ow \'\e 3o+ ﬂ\e mohe7/ to start )nis
business. With a little detective work, +)ne?/ ﬁeure&
out he'd been s+ea|ih3 from +he middle school for
years. And i+ was a )nuse scandal at the time.

I The Daily Herald

END OF THE [..
ROAD FOR
EX-PRINCIPAL

LARRY MACK

Yo



From what T Keard, the Police arrested him at his
&ealer‘s}\i‘), rig\'ﬁ' in the middle of a sale.

After that, the school 4ook down the statve,

or at least +he Larry Mack part of it. The oh|7
evidence +¥\q+ %e was ever ‘l'here IS Hs s\'\oes, w}\ic}\
‘H‘\ey couldn™ get off +he ?e&esi'al.

11



’ﬂ‘\ey never did c“\dhae the name of +he school,
H\ous\w. And T +hink +hat's because some people
like beiha linked to someone famous, even if +hat
\Dersoh,s famous for cloihs a terrible 'H'\ihs.

Youd +hink ?eoPle in my town would be embarrassed
+o have their middle school named after a crook, but
hobod)l around here seems too bothered by it.

E ven the school mascot, the Looter, was ihs?ired

by Larr)/ Mack.

GO LOOTE RS!
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The fact that Larr)/ Mack landed in prison didnt
s+o? Hm from makihs mohe?/, +}\ous\w.

He wrote an nu-l‘o{)iosr‘a?hy, which aP?areh-Hy sold
a ton of copies. T know my school bous\\"r at least
-ﬁ-p‘i‘)/ of +them, because -H'\ey take up two whole
shelves in the Larry Mack section of the |i{>ro\r7.

DRIVE

pr to Succeed in
Life and Business

i-oz>
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A kid named Albert Sdhdy who sits at my lunch
table said that Larry Mack oh|7 used HALF +he
money he stole to start his car clenlers)niP, and he

buried the other half under +he school.

That got eVerP/ohe all stirred up, and Peoﬂe
started br‘ihaihg in tools from home to +r7 and
find Lo\rry Mack’s secret treasure.

QPl

D’%\{‘*jK C\-ON K CLINK
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Last week, +this kid named Dahh)/ Tahs 9ot

the idea that the mohey could be hidden in the
WALLS. So he broke a hole 'H'\roug\'\ the back of
his locker to see if he could find ahy‘l“'\ihs.

\'1

Uhfor+uha+e|7 for me, Pahhy’s locker is on the
other side of MINE, and now there’s hoﬂ\iha

between -H'\em.
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To make +\‘\Eh35 worse, kids -ﬁaure& out that the
Nole between our lockers was a shortcut from the A
wihg o +he B wing of the school. So now whenever
T open my locker between classes, there’s alwa?/s a
line of kids waiting to get +)nrou3\1.

1 J L J 1 J 1 ) 1 Il

Ddhh)/ decided o +r7 and make a little mohey off
+he situation, and he started c\\arsihs ?eo‘ﬂe to
take the shorteut ﬂwr‘ous\\ his locker. So that
gave some other kids the idea o create shortecuts
of their OWN.
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But not eVery locker connects to one on the
other side. And Christian Mch?/ found out the
hard wn?/ +hat his locker shares a wall with the
Prihci\:nl’s private ba+hroom.

Af‘fer 'H-m-f, PrihciPal Bottoms PU+ his foot
# downh, so now were hot allowed o brihs any kind
4 . ~
4 3 %f diasiha tools to school, which means i+ takes

TWICE as lohs to get -H\rough securH')/ in +he
morhiha.
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Fricla;[
T+ turms out Prihci‘)al Bottoms was oh|7 getting

started with the new rules, because now there are

a BUNCH of +them.

The latest rule is that if you,r‘e in the Ballway while
class is in session, you need to have a hall pass.
And T can kind of see w\'\y Prihci?al Bottoms made
‘H\a-f c)no\hse, because sometimes it seems |i]<e +\‘\ere
are more kids in the Ballways +han +here are in the

classrooms.

But as soon as Prihci\)al Bottoms came up with
+hat rule, kids Just started makihs +heir OWN
hall passes, and the hall monitors couldn® +ell

which ones were fake and which were real.




So Prihci?al Bottoms made a new rule that ever
teacher had +o have their own unique hall pass
that wouldnt be easy for us kids 4o fake. Now
Madame Lefrere’s hall pass is a bis 'Frehd\-Ehslis\w
&ic"riohary, and Mr. Ball’s hall pass is his used
size-fourteen basketball shoe.

Mr. Rask’s hall pass is a Kuman skeleton, which you
attach +o )/our wrist with rubber bands.

]

SCIENCE
LAB
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TVe decided it's not even worth askihs Mr. Rask
if you can use the bathroom &urihs his class,

because +)ne w)no|e ex\)eriehce IS J'us+ wa)/ Yoo

embarrnssihs.
1
()

SPeakihs of the bathroom, there’s a new rule
about how |oh3 7ou’re allowed to o\c+ua||7 be in
+here.

A\)?arehﬂ)/, +eachers were comP\dihihs tha+ kids
were \\c\hgihs out in the bathrooms +oo |oh3 , SO
+he new deal is that 7ou’re SUPPosed to be in and
out of -H\ere wH‘Hh a minute. 'ﬂ\ey even \\dd a
whole assembly on how o get eVery-Hwihs done in
Six‘l’){ seconds.
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1 DO YOUR
* BUSINESS

WASH YOUR
e  HANDS

3. Leae
[\
" Y YT £ Y &

T+'s one +\wih3 +o make a rule, but it's another =
+Hh3 to enforce i+. The school a\)?oih+ecl a N ES
handful of kids to be bathroom monitors, and gave
them whistles and s+o?wa+c)nes and eVer7+\\Eh3.

But all 'H\e JDG'H‘\T‘OOM monitors ehclecl up qui'H‘ihs,
because i+ turns out People dont like beihs rushed
when 'l'}\ey‘re +r>/ih3 to use the facilities.

TWEETZ |
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Once the monitors were gohe, kids %uha out in
+he bathrooms |oh3er +han ever. Chris Kodiak,
w\\ose dad is a barber , even started up }\is own
li+He business in +he A—wih3 boys’ room.

The school ended up removing the mirrors {rom
ALL +he bathrooms to get us to hurr)/ things
alohg. And now T have +o re|7 on my best friend
Rowle)/ to tell me if Tve 9ot someﬂ'\ihs n my hose.

BOOGER
CHECK!

52



T don™t know what it's like in +he 35r|s’ bathroom, \
: L =
but in the suys bathroom it's Just a total zoo. Ahg
T guess +he reason is because i+'s the oh|?/ ?lnce n
+he school +hat's uhsuPervisecl by adul+ts.

J!Z‘?

Every once N a w}\ﬂe, 'H\oug)n, one of 'H’\e male
teachers will pop +heir head in and +ell eVer)/ohe

to quit horsing around. —
g 3 yo

HEY! KNOCK IT
OFF IN HERE!

ijmJ

g N

'
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But in -H'\e B wih3, all —H'\e +ea.c¥\ers are women,
so the {3075 know -H‘\e)/ can +o+a||7 9o huts in the
ba+hroom without c\hybocl)/ coming in to tell +hem
to cut it out. And it 3e+s So crazy that T wont
even go in there unless i+'s urgent.

T Keard that receh-H?/ -H\ihss got so out of hand
in the B-wing ba+hroom that Mrs. chkey had +o
90 inside to ?U‘l’ a s+o? 4o it. But she had 4o wear
a blindfold so she didnt violate ahyohe,s ‘)riVacy,

which meant hoboc})/ ac-l'uall)/ got in ah)/ +rouble.

After +hat, ﬂ'\ihas were worse than ever.
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On Ne&hesday, Justin Murdock 9ot called down o
the Prihci‘)ars office for writing on the bathroom
wall with a marker. And on ﬂwursda)/, Jorse
Cantos got in trouble for hahsihs from one of the

stalls and behdihg the frame.

Justin and Jorge both got detention, and all
+he suys became Parc\hoicl because ﬂ'\e?/ +\wou3¥\+

someone had 4o be a snitch. ]
- 2%
CLY/ 7 §m'{M,;jd

h{,,'f;[ ey ,
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But eVeh+ua||7/ -H'\ey ﬂsure& out how +\'\e7/ were
3eHih3 busted.

'ﬂ-\ere,s a me+tal paper +owel &isPehser in the B-—wihs
bathroom : and if 7ou’re in the hd"\my you can see
what's going on {)7 |oo’<ih3 at the reflection. So
+hat's how the teachers busted Justin and Jorge
for doihs what +’ne7 did.

The 'H-\ihs is, the reflection is blur‘ry, so even
‘H\ous“\ the teachers can KIND of see what's
going oh in +he bathroom, its not Perfed'. And
+hat's how T 9ot sent to +he Prihci\)al's office for
some‘l'}\iha I didnt even do.
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Prihci?al Bottoms said a teacher re\:or+ecl me for
breo\kihs +he handle off a urinal. And T krow
for a fact that the kid who ac‘l‘uan)/ did that was
Mar+7 Vinson, because T overheard him brn335h3
about it in the cafeteria. i

But T wasnt gonna snitch s Mar+7 Vinson,
sSince )ner -ﬂ\e kind of kid w\wo can make your life
miserable. So T Just sat +here and took i+ while

Prihcipal Bottoms chewed me out for beihs a vandal.
Lo 7 ’(C"’,p/

y
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Prihci?o\l Bottoms made me fill out a self-evaluation

form, which is another one of his new Policies.

Al T can say is, T "\o?e +his doesn*t end up on
my permanent record, because T Ve a|rea&7 got
ehoua}\ bad stuff on there as it is.

LARRY MACK MIDDLE SCHOOL

Self-Evaluation Form

Nature of infraction:

broken urinal handle

How did this happen?
ho clue

How did this make your classmates feel?

ﬂ'\e}/ +\\ou3\-\+ it was ?re-H;/
\'\ﬂo\rious

How can you avoid this kind of behavior
in the future?

be more 3eh+|e when { |us\'\ih3
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'ﬂ\ursdax

T guess Prihci?al Bottoms 'Fihally went a little ‘oo
far with the new rules, because kids are starting
to ?us}-\ back. But this isn*t about hall passes or
bathroom rules. This is about fudgedogs.

I‘F ?fouJVe never heard of fudsecloss bewcore, it's
because my school is the oh|y Place you can get
+)nem. Ah& ‘H-\a-l"s because +\\e?/ were ihVeh+ed }-\ere.

T+ ad‘ua"y }\a\)‘pehed by accident. Last year, +he
school tried ih+roclucih3 some healthier oP‘h’ohs at
lunch, and -H-\ey rePlaced beef Kot Joss with tofu
ones. And let’s Just say -H\e)/ werent a {353 hit

with the students. jﬁ s




“The school had hundreds of uneaten tofu closs, and
-H'\e)/ were ?lo\hhihs on just -ﬂ'\rowihs +hem all away.

But when a cafeteria |o\<$7 hamed Mrs. Podsner
c}um\)ecl the tofu c{oss in the +ras¥\, one of them
fell into a vat of hot -Fu&se that was beihS mixed
for that dqyjs ice cream sundae bar.

T guess she 9ot curious, so Mrs. Podsner took a
bite of the fudge—coVet’ec‘ tofu 503. And when she
did she knew she had Just invented a whole new
food 'I')/Pe.
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A few da.)/s later, fudse&oas were o-F-Ficially on the
menu. And from the moment -Hwe)/ went on sale in
+he cafeteria 5 ‘H'\e)/ were a smash hit.

ARE
HERE!

Th fact, -H\e)/ were so ?o?ulnr +hat kids in the
first 4wo lunch Perio&s were bu7ih3 up all +he

-Fudse&oas and resellih3 them at a }\isher price to
the kids who had lunch later on. And Rick)/ Fisher
made a ki\lihs Joihs +hat.
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Cafeteria sales went up 60%, and +he school
even held an o\ssem{>|7 where Mrs. Podsner got +he

gRs. P!

recoshi-h'oh s}\e cleserVecL

THANK YOU,

------
------

Now there are Fu&gedoa Fridays ’ where its buy
two and get one free. And 7ou can get all sorts
of +0\>?ih35 at the wfuclae&os station, like rainbow

s‘arihkles and miniature marshmallows.
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“The school even held a Fall Fudgec}os Festival
where there were all sorts of fudgedos--ﬂweme&

activities for ‘H\e w)nole family.

N N/ N\

.. J

4 DUNK©|/
FUDGENOSE

Me and Rowh)/ entered the -Fu&se&os tower
com\)e-i'i-h'oh, but once we so-l' ours four feet Hs}\,
the whole +\wih3 colla\)se&.




O+ther schools in +he area heard about our
fu&sedogs and tried to create -H\eir owh. But
“P?“reh+l)’ +\we7 used beef hot dogs, and it

wash + -H-\e Same.

Some kids from Slacksville dc+Ud||7’ broke into our
school on a Suhda)/ hia}rl' to -h’y and steal our

secret recipe. But luckily Mrs. Podsner was workiha
late makihs +hat week’s batch of -Fudsedogs, and
s}\e caus\'d' -H\em n +\we act.




Fudgedogs have become such a {)is deal at our

school +hat we receh-Hy re?laced our old mascot
with one hamed ‘Fuc{\g)/. And now other schools
hate coming o our aym +o Pldy us in basketball.

Peo‘ﬂe around here Just love their fu&sedoss. So
you can Probqbly imaaihe how shockecl eVeryohe was

to come to school and find out -Fudaec}ogs had been

CC\hCE‘QCL

L4 N
SORRY,
KIDS, NO

FUDGE-
DOGS o

AN
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Prihci\)d Bottoms was +he person who made +he
decision. The school hired some com?ahy to "\e|‘>
fisure out w)n)/ test scores had fallen so s}mr\;l)/,
and their answer was +hat fu&sedogs were a+ +he
root of it.

FUDGEDOG
CONSUMPTION 78

A??o\reh-ﬂy , Visits to the nurse’s office have
s’:yrocke‘l'ecl ever since -Fudsedoss were ih+rocluced,
and kids have been missing a ton of class time.
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T Ve never ?erSOha“y gotten sick from eating a
Fu&sedog, but Tl admit that whenever T have
more than one, T dont {feel like Tm at my bes+.
And a lot of kids have gotten into +he habit

of +o\]<uh3 a hap ns‘\-f after lunch, es?ecmlly on
Fu&sedog 'Fricla)/s.

Even -H-\ous)n everyone knows fu&sec{oss Probably
arent 300& for you, it was still a shock when
-I')ne)/ got discontinved. And on Mohclay students
s+a5ed a walkout to protest +he &eCISIOh

5 e
/P—\ - f_.?’o ..
& é & (= 55
<Z/Bring Back Fudgedo ogs!
Y

J

s!
L
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Princi \)al Bottoms tried +o calm thi ings down b)/
introduci ing a hew “fun food” o the menu, and
‘Fudgedos Fri c{ays got re\pln ced with Macaroni
Moh&a)/s

The school even put posters uvp in +he “mllways to
-I'r)/ and 3e+ kids excited.

N

'z

Whos rea

7 fob j’

Mdcar'om
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But serving a bunch of angry middle schoolers

o vevpe Sfor Af
macaroni was JUS"’ dSkth 'FOI" -]-rou{)]e & % tiaster

oo S SLIP

'ﬂ\ihas 3o+ so out of control ‘H‘\a‘l‘ Pruhci\ml
Bottoms had to meet with the student coundil +o
see if +)ne7 could come up with a solution +03e+\\er.

PrihciPod Bottoms said he'd allow Fuclge&oas back
on the menu as long as kids oh|7 had one apiece.
But the student council said that was too harsh,
and the limi+ should be 4wo per person.
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}\ 2 b ?
So H\ey S\)||+ +)ne difference and |ahclecl on ohe and

a half fudgec}oss per student per Jay And even
-H\ous\\ hobod)/ was comPle-rel?/ satisfied, it seemed

like a 3003 compromise.

But if you re wohdeﬁh& what \‘\o\??ehs +o all +he
extra fuc{ge&oa halves, Mrs. Podsner created a
whole new food +)/Pe for the second time in six
moh-H\s Ahcl +hat's 30++a be some kind of a record.

ﬁ FUDGEDOG .-
FINGERS HERE’K

-




One of the reasons kids a+ my school dont +ake
their education serious|7 ehoush is because we dont
have a lot of Sooci role models.

The most famous person to come out of our school
is Lo\rr)/ Mack, and he went to prison. And the
SECOND most famous person is Nis son, Lo\rry
Mack Junior, who dro?Ped out to take over the
family business when his dad got put away.

But T don*t think Lo\rr)/ Mack Junior has any
regrets about not finishing his education, because
from his ads he seems to be c}oihs Jus-f fine.

DON'T BURN
YOUR BUCKS
ON A LEMON!




His famﬂy looks like it's cioihg all ris}'ﬁ', “oo. Larry
Mack Junior has a bunch of kids, and he uses them
in his television ads. And Peo?le cant get ehoush
of his 7/ouh3es+ soh, Lo\rry Mack Junior Junior.

T ac-l'ually feel a little bad for that kid, because
with a hame like that, his only choice in life is 4o
take over +he car Aea|ers‘\i‘> when his dad decides
to \mhs it up. So dhy‘l‘)niha he does between now
and then doesnt really matter.

I ﬂ\ihk it's kihd of crdzy +}m+ )/our ?arehi’s come
up with your name before 7ou’re even born, and
+hen you,re stuck wH'}\ it for the rest of your life.

12



T+ feels to me like you need to get to know a
person before ?ickihs a hame -Hwari' fits -Hwem.

Thn some cultures, +\-\e7 wait a year before ~|')ne)/

decide on your permanent name. But that's still
a1

Probdb|)/ hot ehoush +ime.

Because if m)/ Pareh‘l's hame& me wheh I +urhe&
one, T wouldVve ended up with a ?re‘H')/ terrible

nhame.

WE SHALL CALL
HIM “GREGORY
BARTHOLOMEW
POOPYPANTS™

Other cultures let kids come vp with their OWN
hames once -H\ey’re olcl ehoua%. But I’m not sure
‘H’\cﬁ"s svc}\ a srea'l' idea 5 eH"ner.
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Because if you let+ kids my age harme +hemselves,
-H‘\e)/’d \Droba{ﬂy Just end up using +heir video 9game

handles as their permanent names.

Harmlesspotato 196 SquiddylInkster MoldyToez 1989

Some Peovle leaally c}whge +heir names, but T
dont see the point of going ﬂ-\rous\-\ all +ha+t
hassle. Because Tl be+t my -Family would just keep
calling me b)/ my old name anyway.

WOULD YOU LIKE
SOME MORE
GARLIC BREAD,

I TOLD YOU,
IT'S “TECHNO
LASERAXE"!




Sometimes T wonder if T'd be a com‘)|e+e|7
different person o I was Jus-l' hamed someﬂmhs

a li+te cooler.

e JHEW BI'IHHI’IIINI

But ma)/be )/our hame has ho+\mh3 to do with the
person you +urn into. Because there’s a girl at m
school whose first name is Ah3e| and that doesn+t
seem to have made ahy difference in her case.




Back in olden times, your last name was just
whatever you did for a l.vma And even -Hwoug%
+hat made +)n|h35 s:rm‘)le) it mustve made it reqlly
Nard if 70“ wanted to switch Jobs

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK YOU
CAN HANDLE THIS TYPE OF
WORK, MR.CANDLEMAKER? ,

—— HEAVY- DUTY@

U r ! CONSTRUCTION

Nowa&a.ys 5 ?«)u can be who\-feVer 700 want to be ;

and Tve got b.a Plahs for how T'm gonna make a

hame 'For mysel'p

5TH ANNUAL T

FUDGEDOG EATING




But if T ever do get famous, T'm gonna be real
careful about how rn?/ hame gets used. Because

the last +)nih3 you want is to have your name oh
some‘H'\ihS +ha+ hurts 7our‘ r‘ePU'l’d‘l'ioh. z& Qe

GREG HEFFLEY SEWAGE
TREATMENT FACILITY
ol « g oo e |-

Wi,

TLT was Larr)/ Mack Junior, T wouldnh+t want

m famil)/ hame on one of the wors-i'-Peﬁ[ormihs
middle schools in the state, becavse that demfihH‘el)/
can+ be soocl for their car dealers}\i?s.

The crazy -l‘\\i‘ns is, it Larry Mack Junior would
\jus+ return some of +he mohey his dad took from
our school, it could ‘\el\a us turn 'H\ihas around.
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But ever since his family moved out of town a long
time ago, Larr)/ Mack Junior Pr‘obqbly Nasnt given
a second ‘H\oua}ﬁ‘ +o the middle school named after
his father.

Last summer, +he state decided to build a new
baseball stadium, and to ?d)’ for i+ ‘I'}\e)/ had +o
take mohe?/ away from the fire de\)qr+meh+,
+he library, and the schools. And \)eoPle were
Pro+es-h'h3 outside the stadium over +he budae-l'

cuts.
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The wors+ +)nih3 is that since our school did so bad
on +}\e standardized test, we so-l' H‘\e most mohey
taken away. So how L guess were SUP?OSC& to do

more with less.

Pr‘ihci\)od Bottoms has made all sorts of new rules
to he|\> +he school save mohe)/, starting with
capping +he amount of materials each kid is allowed

‘o use per week.

I‘l‘ used to be -H\o\‘l' if )/ou wanted to use +)ne
s+a.\>|er or a couPle of paper cli\as, you Just +ook
what )/ou heeded off the teacher’s desk. But now
each kid gets nineteen s+aP|es and six paper cli\')s
a quarter, ?lus four 3|ue—$'h'ck swipes.

Paper SNSC
Staples c\i[;:s swipes

J.Heol)/ 19 6 -
G Hef'ﬂey 19 6 | 4

19

A. Hendricks




Tf 7ou heed more than that, youVe gotta briha
your own supplies from home. And Ricky Fisher’s
been +n’<ih3 udve:h+a3e of the situation because
Nis mom works at the local office SUPFI?/ store and
gets stuff at a discount.

The students arent the ohl)/ ones who get less
materials to work with. Each teacher ohly gets one
&r)/-erase marker per week 5 S0 they have to make it
last. And sometimes T feel like my His-l'ory teacher
skims over im\)or+ah+ stuff \jus+ to save marker fluid.

WORLD HISTORY




When SOme-I'\‘\ihg breaks in a classroom, -H-\e)/

don+ even boﬂ‘\er to fix it ah)/mor'e. Last week,
the handle on +he Pehcil s}\ar\oeher broke off in
Geome+r7f, and eVer?/ohe had +o ghaw +heir Pehcils
to a point so -ﬂ\e)/ could take +he quiz.

Lo\-l'ely, Peo?le have started \'\dhdihs Ruby Bird
their \)ehcils to ask HER 4o shar?eh them. And
Tm still not exdc-Hy sure how +hat works.

But classroom su?Plies are just +he tip of the
icebers , because the school is -hakihs all sorts of
s+e\:>s to make its Pehhies g0 -Fur‘l'\'\er.
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E arlier this week, the school started cutting off
+he heat after lunch. And b)/ +he time sixth Pen’o&
rolls around, you’& better ho?e you remembered to

srab 7our‘ coat out of your‘ locker.

SHIVER PAST PARTICIPLEGE
SHIVER .

The one class thats not freezihg is Science, and
+hat’s because weve been firihs up +he Bunsen
burners to kee? warm. But Tm a litte nervous

because we oh|)/ have ehous\'\ propane o last
ahoﬂ-\er week or two.
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The school’s been scrimping oh electricity, too. To
save mohe)/ ’ -H’\e)/ s‘wﬁ' off -Hwe oVer\‘\ead lis%-fs

in the C wing, and you can tell which kids have
their lockers in that section of the school because
+)ne7’re 'H'\e ones w\'\o walk into "\omeroom wH)n

dilated ?u?ils.

The ohl)/ kid who doesnt seem 4o mind that the
li3¥\+s are off in the C wihg is EVelyh Trimble,
but eVerybod)/ sa)/s she mis)n+ ac+ua||7 be a Vampire.

11555 7 {éggéégzg?
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Another way the school decided o save some
mohey was b)/ canceling their contract with +he
exterminator. So now, on top of eVery-H\ihs else,
we Ve gotta deal with cockroaches that are so ’Dis
you can hear them when ‘H\ey walk in the room.

CLA)
fcty

A‘l’ first P w\'\eheVer a kid SPoH‘ecl a COC,(T'OGC"\ 5 'H'\ey
s+e\>\>ecl on it. But the teachers hated that because

it was cruel, and it also left a mess.

So the new rule is that if you see a bua on the
floor 7ou have +o Pu*l' a cup over P Ahc} N Some
classes weve had half a dozen cups scooting around

at once.




Usua”)/, one of the Janitors collects all the cups
at -H'\e end of +}\e Aqy and sets +3ne bugs free
outside. But T guess on \f\]edhesday +he J'c\hi‘l'or n
c‘\ar‘se of co”ech'hs +he cUps was out sick, so the
his‘ﬁ cleaning crew got a has+7 surprise.

Oy (B 2 %M&

Roaches aren+ the oh|>/ insect weve got issues

=IO

with " 'i')nouah. Some )nohe)/bees 30'1' into one of

the classrooms in the C wing, and eVeh-l'uaNy +he
school Just decided to let them kee? it.




The insects are ahhoyihs, but if 7ou ask me, the
RODENTS are the real ‘)roblem. Ever since the
school canceled +he exterminator, mice have been
getting into the lockers and going -H'\roush our
lunch bags.

T+s gotten so bad tha+ +he school had +o make
a rule that everyone who brihas lunch to school
has o kee? it in the front office. But 7'ou end
up sPehdihs half +he lunch \)eriocl Just +r7ih3 +o
-Fisure out which brown paper bc\3 1S yours.




What's worse is that kids who have lunch in +he
earlier ?en'ocis have started rc\iclihs our lunch bass
and ‘l’o\kihs our snacks. And sometimes +)ne7'|| swap
someﬂ\iha +hat ﬂ'\e)/ dont want from THEIR bas )
which is how T ended up with a Pickle instead of a

chocolate c\'\i\) cookie.
?
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T got tired of Peo?le s+ea|ih3 ry lunch snack, so
T decided o do Someﬂ\ihs about it. 'ﬂ-u's week T
started brihsihe Mahhy’s lunch box to school, which
has a lock on it.

i
*
*
\
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A cou?le of kids who have lunch ris\ﬁ before us

9ot curious about what was in my lunch box and
tried to bust it open. But T guess +hose metal
boxes are built +o withstand a real {Jea-h'hs,

because -H\e)r couldn® crack it open no matter how
’nard -H\ey tried.

T+ didnt rea||y matter anyway. My snack for
+hat do\y was a {)o\s of sour cream and onion
Po+c\+o c\'\i?s ) but {))/ the +ime T o?ehed it the
chi\:s had turned to dust.




T kind of wish +he school would Just cous}'\ up
-H\e mohe)/ for an exterminator " because +r7.h3 ‘o
take care of the Problem themselves has created a
Pre-H)/ dahserous srtuation.

The school set out mousetraps all over +he buildihg ,
S0 how you‘\Ie gotta be real careful about where you

put )/our‘ Kands, es?ecidHy in the libra.ry.

il
M

\(O\/\/CH’ LARRYMA‘
DR
VAL foNAR
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T guess +he sc}wool is just +r>nh3 o0 save mohe)/

e ||

wherever -H\e)/ can. And the latest Place +\'\e7 re
cutting back on is assemblies.

Our school used o 90 all out on assemblies. Last
fall, we had three different avthors come +o our
school, Plus the illustrator of Commando Crocodile.
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A few weeks after +¥\a+, a z.ookee?er brous}vl'
in a bunch of exotic animals, like penguins and an
al|i3d+or +hat was ten feet |oh3.

Tn T:ebruary, we had an o\ssembl)/ where a scientist
in a white lab coat and goggles did all sorts of
cool experiments onstage. And even ‘H\ous}\ it
seemed a little ddhserous, it was still Preﬁ')/ cool.

—

But T quess +he school doesnt have mohe?/

for ‘I’"\d“l’ +)/?e of +)nih3 ahymore, uh& how our
assemblies arent ahy-l'\'\ihs to get excited about.
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Last week, we had an assembl)/ called "Livihs
Presidents ," w)nere eo\c}'\ ?resi&eh-l' gave a SPeec\w
about their time in office. But one actor did all
+he Par-rs, and T'm \vre-l'-l')/ sure it was the same

avy who ?laye& Clarence Cluster.

And +}\e)/ ?robably shouldnt have let him have
lunch in the cafeteria afterward, because if you
ask me, it kind of broke the sPeH.

TWO FUDGEDOG
FINGERS, PLEASE!

N



On Tuesdd)/, we had an assembly +hat caused a bis
stir for all +he wrong reasons. Rah&y from Rahcl)/’s
Re\?-h'le Revee acci&ehi’ally let one of his snakes get
loose, which caused a total Pahic in the 37""

= e

— i =5

'ﬂ'\e 300& news s -H‘\cri‘ +he snake was SPO‘H’C& n
+he ‘-\allway +he next da)/. But T don+ think
ahyohe’s gonhna +ell Ro\hdy, because -H\o\‘l' -H'\Ehs IS

sihsle-hdhcie&y +akih3 care o"F our rodent Pro{>|em.

O

((




'ﬂwrsda;

This mohe?f situation at school is getting ?re-H'y

serious, and now +eac"\ers are $+ar‘+ih3 +o leave.

APPareh-H)/, the whole +eac¥\ih3 staff was
SU?Pose& to get a raise +his sPrihs. But when
Prihci\)a| Bottoms told +hem i+ wasnt gohna
ho\\)?eh, a few of them adua“y quit on +he spot.

That meant that all of a sudden T didnt have a
His-l'ory teacher. So the school PU+ L eonard Burr
n charse of +eachih3, since he’s been held back
twice ahd +)nis 1S Hs 'H\ircl +ime +akih3 +’ne class.

Tndustrial
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Mr. Frum quit, too, which means now Mrs. Lackey
is the oh|7/ Social Studies teacher in our srac}e.

So -H‘\e7 dc‘l’ud“)/ removed the wall between +wo
classrooms and now Mrs. Lackey can teach twice as
mc\hy kids at once.

POPULATION GROWTH

EUROPE
WORLD

But even after some teachers lef+ on their own 5
+he school made more cuts to +he staff. ’ﬂwey
switched Ms. Masie from full-time 4o three clo\)/s a
week, and -H\e)/ let one of the school nurses 90, so

how were down +to J'us-l' one.

4



The new rule is that 7ou’re oh|7 allowed +o 9o o
the nurse’s office if it's for $ome+\wih3 urgent, like
a medical emersehcy. And each classroom has a sigh
hext 4o the door o see if 7our‘ situation quali{ies.

'sSTOP!

Do you really need to see
the school nurse?

Please stay in class if you have a:

O runngnose [ blister

O hangnail O pimple
O paper cut O hiccups
AN /
Wi

Persoho\lly, T +hink the new \)olk‘.)/ is reasonable,
because I’m ?re+-|7/ sure +)na+ some kids were soihs
to the nurses office Just to get out of class.

%5



Other kids were using +he nurse as a free
Ps)/c‘-\obsis-l'. T Keard David Sneed used +o visit +he
nurse’s office 1o talk about his fear of uhclergrouhd

sSu er‘Volcahoes.
P

Now eVer)/ teacher has +o +ake care of minor
medical issves in the classroom, which is +akih3 a
lot of time away from &oiha +heir actual Jobs.
YeS‘l'erclay, Ms. Pritchard spent +he whole Per‘ioc}
putting bahdases on kids who got thured makihs
paper qir?|o\hes when she s+e‘>?e& out of the room.

a+b
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But teachers arent doctors, and T don+ love +he
idea of someone who's not qualifieci giving me medical
treatment. So when T got a 5P|5h+er n ry but+
from doihs SH‘"UPS oh ‘H‘\e Sym ﬂoor, I &eci&ed I’&
Just wart until T got home 4o take care of i+ m)/sel-F.

q p ’,,,\
Ql 2 () l\

2 .

/0

The PeoPle who 9ot hit the hardes+ by all these
bu&3e+ cuts were the Jahi’rorial s+mf\f, whose team
went down from ten to three. And +he worst
part is that +he Jjanitors who lost their Jobs 9ot
re\)lacec} b)/ a machine that cleans the floors.

I

WHIRRR
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The school boua\‘rl' a secondhand robot from a

local 3r‘ocer7 store. At first, some kids were
uncomfortable beihs around a faceless machine, so
+he school put 3003|7 eyes oh it 4o make it seem a
litte more human. But if you ask me, that makes it
even cr‘eePier.

A

Q WHIRRR
Ahd T dont know if it's such a Srecrf idea to have
a machine c|eahih3 up after eVeryohe. Because now

?eoyle Just throw their trash on the floor since
‘H\e)/ know the robot will \Dick it up.




T+s not ohly the students, either. Teachers
have been -l'c\ki‘ns full o\AVah-hase of l‘\avihg a
c|edhih3 robot in -H\e Sc}\oo|, and '\;'m Pre‘H'y sure
Mrs. dekey has been brihsihﬁ trash from home.

j: also 'H\ihk i+ was a mistake Sivihs 'H\e robot
eyes, because now it thinks it’s a person. La+e|7 ,
it's been ski?\aihs out on its J'o{) and going to class
with all the other students. And 7es+er&a)/, Tm
\DreH)/ sure it was co?)/ihs off my quiz in Science.
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T Just }\o?e +his ‘H’\ihs doesnt get TOO smart,
-H\ou\g“\. Because i+ rea.||7 wouldnt be good if

machines started +n’<ih3 eVer?/ohe’s J'obs.

The robot’s not the oh|7 one the school’s seﬁ‘ihs
free labor out of, ﬂ\ou\gh. ’ﬂ\ey 9ot +he local
prison to make furniture for our classrooms. And
T'm not +r‘7|'h3 +o comvlaih or ahy-l'\\ihs, but +he
rear legs on my chair in Social Studies are a 300&
six inches shorter +han the front ones.
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Some of the inmates write their hames on the
furniture -H'\e)/ make. And a suy hamed Justin
carved a note on m)/ desk +hat makes me sad eVer)/
+ime I read it.

PleaSe dsk
m)l mom To
cal| me.

—Just+in K.

Sometimes -H-\e)/’ﬂ even draw pictures on the
furniture. And someone sketched out a whole
escape ?Iah on the front of Mr. Rask’s desk,
which the school had +o paint over.

.

CELL BLOCK
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MAY
Wedhes&aly
T+ turns out the steps +he school’s been +dkfh8
Yo save mohe)/ havent been ehouS\w, because now
+’ne)r’re lookiha for ways +o MAKE mohey. And
Pr‘ihci?d Bottoms’s first idea was the Platinum
His}\ 'Flyers Club.

The Platinum level is like the re3u|ar Hi\g\'\ ﬂ)/ers
Club, but -ﬂ\e b:’s difference is +}\a+ ?lou dont )newe
Yo get 3003 srades 4o be a member. You Just heed
to be willing o fork over $12.99 a month.
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Or you need to have PARENTS who are willing
o Pc\y -l'}\e members}\iP fee. Ahd S+e?\-\eh Birc)n
is lucky his folks make a ton of mohey in +heir

construction business 3 because with his Sr‘ddes he

}\o\cl ho c\\ahce of earhihs Hs way n.

T 4ried to convince MY parents to sigh me up for
the Platinum level, but when my mom said T could
Join f Td be willing to gjive up my moh-l'Hy video
game members“\i?, T decided o c}ro? +he whole idea.

4
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T'm starting to rethink that decision, though,
because the Perks in the Platinum level are way

bet+er than the {free version 5 s-l'dr‘l'ihs with the
premium seating.

Prihci\ml Bottoms has a brother who owns a used
furniture store, and he sold a bunch of leather
recliners to the school at a steep discount.

“Those +Hh35 +il+ all the way back to a lie-flat
position, which makes ‘H\ihas Pre-H')/ uncomfortable
for the ?eo?le who sit behind them, esPeciall)/
cluriha tests.

The kids in the Platinum level also get premium
shacks, like popeorn and full-size cah&y bars.
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So Tl bet the regular Hig)n Fl)/ers feel doPey
about -Hweir -h'hy bags of Penhu-l's now.

ﬂ'\e Platinum HES“\ T:l)/ers dont even }\o\Ve to be in
the classroom if ‘H'\e)/ dont want to be. ﬂ\ey each
get a S\‘)Cdd' Platinum Pass, which lets +hem 90
wherever +)ne7 want whenever +)ne7 want.

> [ PLATINUM ) -
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Plus, +\-\e7 can use their Platinum Passes for all
sorts of different +}\ih35, like Ski?Pihs +he line at
lunch, which is kind of o\hhoyihs for eVer)/ohe else.

'ﬂ'\e)/ even 3e+ +heir own sec\+ih3 section in the

cafeteria, with tablecloths and real silverware
instead of Plas-h'c vtensils. And this week, -H\e)/
introduced table service 4o the Platinum seating
section, so +hose kids dont even }\a\!e +o 3e+ up i
‘H-\e)/ want a refi” on their drinks.

RESERVED

FOR N R
PLATINUM |—

DINERS
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’ﬂ'\e Platinum His)n ﬂ)/ers Club is causiha some

serious resentment from ﬂwe +eo\c¥\ers , too.

The Platinum kids comPlaih a lot more than
everyohe else, and yes-fer&ay one of my classes

got held up for -l'weh-i'y minutes after Marlene
Cindrich made a Jois stink about the view from her

wihdow seat.

On top of that, the Platinum kids are o\lwa?/s
eiﬂ'\er ‘oo \‘\o+ or ‘oo colcl, ah& now +\'\e +eac\\ers
have +o keep fresh blankets in the classrooms.
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The -l')niha the +eachers are +he maddest about is
+hat with all +he new members +o +he Hig% T:l)/ers
Club, +he teachers’ |ouh3e is alwa)/s full of kids. So
how the teachers have +o use the thH‘or‘S‘ closet
when -’r\\e)/ +ake their breaks.

'E.:;: \_ )

AW

But the Platinum HES‘-\ Flyers Club isn™t +he ohly
way -ﬂ'\e sc\’\oo\ IS +r)/;'h3 ‘o make mohe)/. 'ﬂ\e)/’re

also sellihs cor?orc\-fe sPohsorsH?s.

'ﬂ-\cﬁ,s where a comPah)/ ?o\ys a bunch of cash to
put their logo somewhere in the school. Ever since
Prihci‘)a.l Bottoms gave +he green |i3}\+ for these
kinds of deals, there are a&sf.\reryw\\ere you look.

) _
,ja ﬁAeM’
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When you walk H\rous\'\ one of the \-\allways n
our school, you feel like )/ou’re in the middle of
Times Square.

% %}Mfdtﬂ <
d Aaum%@ N

There are ads on all the surfaces, ihcluclihg +he
water -Fouh‘l'aihs, w‘m’c}w some SOcla com?ah)/ Pm’cl a
lot of mohe)/ ‘o spohsor.

WOULDN'T YOU
RATHER BE DRINKING
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There are even ads on the FLOORS. And ever
since TriPIe—Decker Treats started putting
stickers in the }mllwnys, kids have been |envih3

school eo\r‘|7 to go get ice cream.

T dont think there'’s a P|cxce ﬂ-\e)/ WON'T put an
ad. The latest ?lace +\\e7’\re put them is inside our
lockers.

Smells like

domeorne
could wse

Clean ¢ /l\
‘Breeze
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Bull’s-Eye Grocery even Pai& to put stickers

in the urinals, and T'm ac+ua||7 slacl -H‘\ey did,
because now the floors in +he bo)/s’ bathroom are a
lot less s-h'ck)/.

b) ——

— ||—
liuﬂ’s-Eyeﬁ AL
Grocery

AIM HERE FOR
= o GREAT PRICES!

v

O,

\_ .

Codehies +hat are willih3 +o pay more cah sponhsor
whole ROOMS, which is wh)/ our Ehsh's\\ classroom

is now the Davidson's Dic-h'ohar)/ Center, and
Social Studies became the Tsland Ge+awa75 Travel
Compah)/ Hub.
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The computer lab is sPthOrec} {)7 a company +hat
makes video games, and -H'\e)/ went kind of craz;r
with their branding.

Now Entering

the
| Hurlak's

P

Computer
Center

ﬂ\ey donated new com?u-fers with one of +heir most
\DoPulc\r‘ games \)reloacied, so now the school can
-Forse:l' about kids 3e++ih3 ahf work done in there.
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S?eakihg of donations, a cormpany +hat makes
luxur pajamas s?ohsored +he teachers’ lounge and
s+ocZe& i+ with robes and sli??ers. So the kids in
+he His}-\ ﬂ)/ers Club don™t even bother goihg o

class dh)rmore.

/ @M&/M«/ Lo /
7 sponsored by /4

Pampered Loungewear

But ?/ou &ohtl' "\aVe ‘o s?ehd a fortune to 3e+ ah

a& n our sc\'\ool, because -H\ey’re offerihg a ton of
smaller s?ohsors)ni\) opportunities, too. E ven our

s+o\Plers have ads on them now.

Johnny D’s Gotcha Covered!

13



T'm not sure eVery one of these S\)OhSOl’S"\i?S IS

a 300& idea . -H‘\oua\w. Some mqsazihe Pai& ‘o Pu-i'

a snm?le of their ?ub“ca-h'oh inside our Science
textbooks, and it feels to me like +he school should
be a little more choosy about who +)ne7 take their

MOY\E)/ -From.

——— ————
/ s

CIENCE
SSCOFFFJ{
MAGAZINE

FLAT EARTH
THEORY

J%

A few com‘)ahies even sishe& exclusive deals ‘o 3e+
+heir Pro&uci's into the school.
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So row all +he Vehclihg machines are stocked with

shacks from a comPc\hy -H‘\a-i' makes sPicy Po-hrl'o c\'\ips.

BLISTERIN' HOT

G

&

g guess Blisterin’ Hot CH\)S Pai& a lot of mohey

to be the exclusive saHy shack su??her, and as
part of the deal hobod?/,s allowed +o have c\\i?s
from another company on school property. So if

someone catches you with a different brand, ‘H-\e)/'ll

make sure you don+ 3e+ ‘o en Joy +‘\em.

L4E)



‘nwey also get \)roclud' ?lacemeh-l' in the morhing
hews program +he school streams into all +he

classrooms. Ahcl I kihc{ of feel {)ad for +\'\e s+uc}eh+
reporers who have to ?re-!'eh& 1o like it.

T+s not ohly +he morhing program, either.
Blisterin’ Hot Chips sponsors the school
hewspaper, and these da)/s it's hard +o +tell what'’s
an ad and what's actual news.

The Student Crier

Blisterin’ Hot Chips Proven
to Increase Popularity

In a new study, Blisterin” Hot Chips
consumption is closely tied to middle-
school popularity ranking, with a
positive correlation between the TE—" ———
number of bags consumed and a loser Thomas Mayfew is
student’s favorability with their peers. now riding high
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T+ feels like there’s no limit 4o what the school's
willing to sell. Some P\umbihs companyy Just

bou&}ﬁ +he ris"\‘l's +o the symha.sium 5 and there’s
aP\mrehﬂ?/ all sorts of stuff that comes with +that.

Their |030 is in the middle of +he aym floor and
on the clothes we have to wear for P’nys Ed. The

?lumbihs company even rePlcxce& ‘Fudsy with their

own mascot, which hasnt been super ?o?ulo\r with
the students.
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All +hese s?thOrs)ni\)s are small potatoes com‘)o\re&
+o the one +\\ih3 +he school’s been “\oldihs out on,
which is haming riah-l's for +he school itself. 'ﬂwey
+hink +here’s a company +ha+ mi3¥-\+ be willing o
pay bi3 bucks +o put +heir name on our buildihs.

'ﬂ\ey even put an ad in the local paper o +r)/ and
find a bidder.

i

Cfi YOUR NAME HERE! [

A

[y — T [T
Rename Our Middle School!

Imagine your company’s name emblazoned
on our building in two-foot-tall lettering!
Call Principal Bottoms today!

Bt T guess +here arent a lot of companhies
willing to be connected with a school that doesn™
\'\aVe +)ne bes+ rePU'l‘d“Hoh, because after se'H'ihs
zero takers, Prihci?al Bottoms had to lower +he
as’:ihs Price.
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EVeh+ua||7, someone put in a bid o rename our
school. But it wasnt a com?ah)/ , it was a TOWN.

T+ came from Slacksville, which we share a border

with. And we Ve been at war with those su)/s for
YEARS.

'ﬂ'\e)/'re still mad at us for getting +he state to
put a sarbage &um\) on their side of the town line.
So -H\e)/ +ried +o get +heir revenge b)/ ‘)u-H'Ehs a
wind turbine in +he middle of +he durn? +o blow +he
sarbage smell back at+ US. But i+ turns ovt wind
turbines dont act like giant fans, so +‘ne7 +o+a.l|7
wasted their mohe.y on that one.
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We decided 4o really stick i+ 4o Slacksville b
putting vp a billboard ris}ﬁ' on the border between
our two towns. And a\:?areh-l'l)/ their ?ro?er‘l'y
valves went down b)/ 30% after +hat.

At least we don’t live irﬁ
e o

Slacksvitle!
I

:l: e o M
TN~

—\ ™\
—

So Slacksville’s Plah to get us back is to rename our
middle school. But even ‘H‘\oug"w ﬂ-\e?/ were willihg +o
Pd‘)” Prihci?al Bottoms &ecided Yo re Jed' i ahywa?/.

LARRY MACK MIDDLE SCHOOL

Name Change Form

Proposed name:

SIOCkSVI'l/e Rules! Middle School
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The school decided to lower the askihs price
AGAIN and -Fihqll)/ found a taker, which was +the
exterminator whose contract the school canceled a

couPle of weeks back.

‘ﬂ'\e \)r‘esicleh'l' of the codehy even came to the
school to make the offer in person.

1-800-DED-BUGS

N e YNAMA
— ——
Q3 a

And even -H-\ous\w ho one's thrilled our new name
is_ gonha be 1-8O0O-DED-BUGS Middle School,

eVer?/ohe seems to agree +hat it's still better +than
+he name Slacksville came up with.
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The exterminator and the school put on a I)is press

conference to announce the deal, and all +he local

stations came out ‘o cover it.

I ' I I
im:&" . .—I— I I I I
YO

AT T T

L=t Y (D

1-800- AN
— N DED-

BUGS \\Mw

But the exterminator Pf‘obdbl){ should Ve waited

until AFTER Kis company got rid

of +he Pes-fs n

-I'I\e scI\ooI. Because I Joub‘l' +I\c\+ press conference

was 3oocI for his business.
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|
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|
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A?Parehﬂy , a lot of parents arent thrilled with
the new name of the school, and -H'\e)/ don+t like

all +he adVer'HsihS were {)eiha exPoseé to, either.
So ‘H\ey let+ Pr‘ihci\)d Bottoms know about i+ at a
PTA meeting.

Now Prihci\)o\l Bottoms has a new scheme o raise
mohe7/ , and its alrea&y created some ?re++7 bis
chqhses at school.

|C wING [

CLOSED TO
—— STUDENTS

¥
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The school -Fisurec{ +\we7 could get a lot of mohey
by renting out classrooms to people who needed
Space. So how the C wing is full of grown-ups who
are usih3 +he classrooms for all sorts of different

‘Hnihgs.

Some of them rented classrooms for extra storage,
and now ﬂ\e)/’re filled with boxes that ?eoPle
couldnt fit in their garages.

7 7

A few others have se+t up rooms to do remote
work so ﬂ\e)/ cloh'—i' }mVe ‘o c{rEVe nto “H\e ci-17
eVery Jay. Ah& some are even usih3 -ﬂwe rooms ‘o

create -I')neir own businesses.
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One of my heiskbors, Mrs. Jackson, started
reh+ih3 our Home Ec room, and she’s usihg +he
ovens to run a bakery. Now there’s a line around

+)ne Hock {or }'\er‘ blueber‘r‘)/ mu{-ﬁhs eVery mor‘hihs.
1 | | | |
I

Uhfor-ruha-fel)/, my Science classroom is across
"H’\e cour ar& from 'H‘\e C-wihs classrooms, ahcl
sometimes the smell of whatever she's bdkihs iS
a little +oo much. Toclay she made snickerdoodles
smack in the middle of a Pop quiz, and it drove
eVer}/boéy in my class +o+o\||7 wild.
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S?eakihg of distractions, someone turned one of the
rooms into a \'\o-i' 7030. studio . and rn)/ mom attends
the class. But no kid wants to see their own
mother in yoga pants, esPeciall)/ in the middle of a
school Jo\)/.

HI,
SWEETIE!

T+'s not Just +he smells and +he sis\w*l's +hat are
causihs ProHems. 1+’s H\e SOUNDS, “too.

There’s a rock band of midd|e-d3ecl auys

who Prac-h‘ce eVer)/ &a?/ in one of the C-wihs
classrooms, and H\e)/’re reo\ll)/ awful. Then there’s
+he constant barkihs that echoes +)nrous\1 the
}\earl'ihs vents all dqy long.
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A+ first I ‘H-\ous\'r\' someone was usihg a room ‘o
run a kennel or some-ﬂ-\ihs , but its o\c+ual|7 +he

Police de?ar-rmeh-f, who's usihg our old Ar+ room ‘o
train attack doss.

The onl soo& hews is that one renter mahased
to take back control of the room that all the
}\oheybees took over, and now she sells beeswax
candles and |E\7 balm at the mall.
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T guess Tm 3|a& +hat the school ﬂsure& out a
new way +o make mohey . but it's bad news for
us students. All our classes got ?ackecl into the
other two wihgs, So ﬂ'\ihas are more crowded
+han ever.

Plus, now we have to share the cafeteria with the
renters, which can be a little awkward.

'ﬂ'\e school’s not J'us+ reh+ih3 out our classrooms,
‘I')nous“\. On ‘ﬂwrs&c\)/ his\'ﬁs ‘H‘\ey rent the sym
to the "\53\'\ school for basketball games.

But whenever there’s a game, +the fans comP|e+e|7
trash our 37m . and we have 4o clean up +heir mess
+he next cld.)/.
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Even +¥\ous)n +here’s a Pohcy against ‘\avihs food in

+’ne sym i -Hwe Peo?le w‘\o 90 o -l')nose Hs}x-sc‘\ocd
games don+t care. So +here’s a.lwa)/s a ton of potato
c\wi? bdss and half-eaten hot closs under the

bleachers.

Some kids ac+ua||7 Scavenge {for leftover snacks
and resell them in the cafeteria. And believe i+ or
not, ?eo?le will pay sood mohey for food that's
been on the floor.

/"

~
D N Imix 'n match
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The school rents out the gym on weekends, too.
Ahd -H\e reason I krow +3na+ is because m7 c\-\urc}-\
has been using +he space while the pews are
getting re\)laced.

But i+ doesnt seem r‘is}vl' +o have religious services
n a P|qce where we have Phys Ed clurihs the
week. Because the whole time, all T can think
about is eVer)/—I'}\ihS ELSE +hat's }mPPehe& n
-H\aﬁ' sym.




Sa-l'urcla;
EVery year -H‘\e ?areh-l's n H‘\e PTA Pu-l' on an

auction to raise mohey for the school, but this
year -H-\e)/ wah-!‘e& +o make it bigser -Hmh ever ‘o
earn as much as Possible.

The?f asked students to volunteer +o )nelP at the
event. And since my mom is the secre-l'nr)/ of the
PTA, I 3o+ roPed into 3oih3.

ki
T’ne PTA auction is a ?re‘Hy 1[ahc)/ affair, so ]:
had +o dress up for it+. And ry \job was to walk
around with a +ra7 stacked with miniature pigs in
a blanket all hisH.




To be honest, i+ was a little awkward beihg around
m7 queh-l's when -H\e)/ were \'\qvuha fun with +heir

friends. But T guess Peoyle my Mo and dad’s age
don+ get a lot of chances +o go out, so -H'\ey were
Probably Just \\dﬂ)}/ for the oPPor-’ruhrfy ‘o cut

Ioosejiouz%m S ﬂ
o m—nui:mn

ﬂ'\ere were two Par*l's ‘o -H'\e hia"vi’. 'ﬂ-\e first
part was +he silent auction, where there are

different Pruzes and 3nf+ baske+ts 700 can win b)/
be:hg +he }-\isheﬁ bidder.

Ahcl +\\e wc?/ 7ou clo +¥m+ 1S 57' wn-hhs JOWh }\ow
much mohey you re w:ll;hs to pay-
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I was }-\o?ihs my Pareh*l's would bid on SOMC‘H’\;Y\S

cool, like a week at a ski condo durihs winter

Vacation, or a ?m'r of Jet Skis.

But the ohly item my morm put Ner name on was a
wellness basket, and since she was the Ohl)/ bidder,

s’ne won.

o0
02950
05%°

LAveNOER [T ol

WELLNESS BASKETY
1. Ddusam ‘N{%%v $30
2; —_

3. _
g i
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A bunch of local companies donated some qua|i+7
items for the silent auction. Eas+t Ba)/ Bar‘bec{ue
SUP?Hed a brand-new outdoor srill, and the Scouts
kicked in a smores kit with a half dozen mugs for
hot chocolate.

But a few com?ahies seemed to be JUS‘I‘ +r>/ih3 to
unload stuff -H\ey couldnt use.

DONATED BY

i
ASsor+ed PLUMBING
used toilet SLPPLY
1 valves
I,m pre sure Some comPo\hies donate ever

year because Crawford Studios offered a famil)/
portrait, which is what -H\e?/ did for the last PTA
auction. Ahc} -H\e reason I know +\m+ is because
las+ year my famﬂy qc-l'u«:\H)/ WON i+.

13



When Mom +old us we were doihg a -Family
portrait, T was a little ahhoyed because i+ meant
T Kad o dress up on a Sa.+urda7. But it was
o\c-l'unll)/ a lot worse +han that.

T 'H\ous}rl' we were gohha take a c{uick ?ic+ure
and T could ehJoy the rest of my weekend. But
it was a PAINTING, which meant we had +o 90
back five times.

Hnlfwn)/ H'\roush +he first session, Mahh)/ wouldn+
sit still anymore, and the artist kept having

to star+ +hat \:mr+ of the Po\ih“h'hs over. But
Rodrick was even worse, because \\e Jiclh‘-f g0 back
for +he rest of the sessions.
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So the artist had +o paint Rodrick from memory,
w\'\ic}\ IS w}\y -H’\e ?o\ih-h'hs is in our basement and
hot above the ﬁ're?lnce in the famil)/ room.

............................................

oooo0oooogooooonooonoooooonoonoo
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b
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I didnt want a r‘e\)ed-l‘ of THAT hish-l‘mare, w)nic)n
1S why +¥\is )/ear ]: wrote a mo\de-u? hame on “Hwe
bi&dihs sheet +o make sure there was no chance our
'Family ad’un"y won it.

FAMILY PORTRAIT

1. _Taylor $50
o> _ Richardson $75

3. Ber*\cjaonkoﬂ? $8000
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The next part of the his\'ﬁ was the live auction,
where +l\e7 hired a Prmfessioho\l avctioneer Yo get
PeoPh’. to bid on a bunch of s?ecio\l Prizes. And since
parents were all +r7ih3 to outhid each other b)/
raising +heir ?addles, it ac+ua|ly got Pre++7 wild.

The first prize in +he live auction was a chance
for your kid to ride to school in a fire +ruck.
EVer)/ohe seeme& \)re++7/ excH'e& about -Hwa*l' one,
and people started Jrivihs up the bids n'a\'rl' from
the start.

FIRE
TRUCK

Tm sur‘)rised -H\e)/ still offer that prize after
what }\a\)?ehed las+ )/ear‘, -H‘\ous)n.

L3y



Lly Stubman’s parents outbid eVeryohe else, so
-H\eur c}dus}ﬁ'er 30+ to ride +l‘\e fire 4ruck +o
school. And T guess it was fun for a little while.

AROOO..~<.R000000

But on the wa)/ there an actual fire broke out at
some restauvrant dowrﬁowr\, and +he fureﬂshhrs
Nad to race to the bu:ld;hs to deal with i+. So Li ly
Stubman ended up on +he news, and T'm Pre++>/

sure shes still scarred by +he whole experience.

7

@\

\'p\

f
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'ﬂ'\e hext item vp for auction was Jus+ like +\'\e
fire-truck -H\iha, ohl;{ with a ?olice Squad car.
Ricky Fisher's Po.reh‘l's won it for the second yedr
N a row, So . guess +\\e7 fisure it's soocl Prac-h'ce
for him later on in life.

i

o POI.I(E

‘ﬂ\e hext tem was Luhc)n wH’n +)ne Librdriah, dhc{
Ms. Masie fetched a lot of mohe.y since she’s so
Po?ulcxr with the kids.




But +\wey Probably shouldn™ have put Lunch with
a Janitor next, because the suy +"\e)/ ?icke& for i+
a.lwa)/s )/ells at us when we step on his clean floors.

\\\obo&)/ was willing to raise +heir \Dadc“e Yo start
+he biclclihs, and it was ?re-H)/ uncomfortable for
a while there. But eVeh+uo.||7 Mr GUP+G offered
+hree bucks Just to move -H\ihas along.




Af*l'er +\'\q+ was over, ‘H‘\e auctioneer announced
-H\e hext ?rize 5 w}'\icl\ was o )naVe a +eac\‘\er come

to )/our house to do odd Jobs.

Tm sur?risecl teachers asreecl to that onhe, because
T bet the last ?lace +)ney want to be on the
weekend is at some family’s )nouse -ﬁxihg +\~\eir

mailbox or whatever.

But ‘H‘\o\-l"s exac-H?/ w"\a-i' }'\a??ehed w\'\eh my
\pareh-i‘s wonh +)na+ auction tem onhe )/ear.

j £
B

I“l"s }\ard for me to Emasihe +eac}\ers \\avihs lives
of their own, so its alwo?/s a little weird when you
see them outside the school environment.
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T+ alwa)/s takes me a little off suarc}, es‘)eciqlly
w\'\eh it \'\q?‘)ehs n \Dlaces you're hot ex?ec-h'hs it.

lafias A~

ARE YOU
GETTING YOUR

SUMMER READING
DONE, GREG? = _PX
,—. b
7 €

The next \:rize wds one +)r\e7’ve been doihs for

years, which is to raise mohey to get +he \)I’ihci?dl
to kiss a ?i3|e+. Prihci?o\l Mahcy used to do it at a

{353 o\ssembly, and kids would 90 a{350|u+e|?/ huts.




'ﬂ'\e auctioneer 30+ ﬂ‘\ihss 3oih3, ahd ?areh+s
started drivihg +he ’Dic}ciihs up. But Prihci?a\
Bottoms walked ohstage o say he couldn®t do it

because he’s allersic +o “barn animals.”

So either he's +e|||'h8 +he truth or he's Just not
the kind of person who's into kissihg Piss.

PeoP|e moved on ?re-H')/ quick; because eVer)/ohe
was excited about the last live auction item, which
was Prihci?al for the Day. That's where a kid
gets to sit in +he ?rihci?o\l’s office and do the
morning anhouhcements and Pre-i'ehd Hwey're n

c}\drae 1[0!" a ‘FCW }\OUI"S.
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T+s kind of a dumb prize of )/ou ask me, since the
winner doesnt ac+ua|l7 get any real power. But T
guess eVer)/ parent wants their kid o feel s?ecial,
so as soon as the auctioneer started +he bid&ihg,
‘Hnihgs got a little crazy.

PRINCIPAL

FOR THE

DAY

T noticed m;/ mom ?u-i' Ker ?acHle up- At first T
‘l'}'\oua‘vl' she was Jus*l' +ryih3 to ehcourage other

?eovle to raise +\weir {3545 and 3e+ -H'\e ?rice P,
but then T realized she was ad‘ua“y +r7ih3 to
WIN.
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The price ke‘ﬂ' chmbihs \'\is}\er and Hs)ner, and
Peo?le started dt’o??ihs ovt. Put eVer?f +ime someone
raised +heir ?ac{cﬂe, Mom raised HERS. And even
-H'\oug\-\ Dad tried +o stop her, Mom was locked in.

T+ fihally came down to the last two people, Mom
and Mrs. O'Mo\lle)/, and there’s some HS'I'or)/ between
+hose two.

T’ney ran asaihs+ eac"\ o-l'\\er to be PTA secre-fo\r)/ A
and after Mom won, Mrs. O’Malley accused her

of sPrea&ihs rumors to steal the election, which
Mom clehiecl. So 'H\is bi&dihg war was PERSONAL
for them. And i+ didnt ’nel? +hat the crowd was
egging +hem both on.

v/ @Zj7_w°/l




T dont think Mom or Mrs. O'Malle)/ a.c+ua||7 cared
about +he Prihci?al for the :Da?/ -H‘\ihs anymore.
'ﬂ'\e)/ both Just wanted to make sure the OTHER
person didnt win i+.

EVeh+ua||7, Mrs. O'Md\“e)r came to her senses and
JroP?ed out of the ruhhing, which meant Mom was
+he +°? bidder. And {rom the wny she reacted,
7ou,J +hink she won the |o++er7.

YAHOOOO!y
PRINCIPAL
o3

FOR THE

DAY

T dont know how much the final bid was, and +o
be ‘\ohesi‘, I Joh"i' even WANT 4o know. But I

haVe a -Feelihg +)nere are Soihs to be a lot fewer
Christmas presents under the tree +his year.
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Mohdo\x
This morning, T bessecl Mom not to make me 90

to school. But she said +he Prihci\vd for +he Day
-H'\ihs cost her a fortune, and she wanted +o 3e+

}\er moheyjs wor-Hw. S)ne even made me wear a shir-f

and tie so T'd look “official.”

T went 1o school and rePor-fecl clirec-Hy +o the
front office. T 'ﬁsured Pr‘ihciPnl Bottoms would
have me do the morning anhouncements and maybe
tag along with him for a few hours. But when T
30+ ‘o "\is office )ne seeme& ahho?/ecl +}\a+ I was a

{ew minutes late.

147



Pnho\)cﬂ Bottoms handed me a name tag and a set
of ke?/s that Ke said could get me into any room in
'I‘)ne bUllCllhs

Then he wished me luck and took off, which meant

I wasS oh rn)/ owhn.

A\"
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So T had the ?rihci?ars office all 4o myse|-F, which
was ac+ua||7 ‘)re++7/ sweet. And T 'H\ough-l' +hat
if this is what it feels like to be in c\'\nrse, T
could &e{ihi‘l'el)/ get used +o i+t.

|

‘.

PRINCIPAL

L=

But the moment didn*t las+ long. Because three
minutes after the bell rang, +he school secre-l'ary
came in with a Pile of papers and told me T
heeded +o 9o ‘H-\rouah the cla)/,s mail.

—PpLOP
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T+ was all bills and repair estimates and a bunch
of boriha stuff T didn* even understand. But
before T was }\a.lwcwa)/ +¥\r003)n opening +he
theloPes, +he school secre-l"ar)/ broug\ﬁ me Some

checks she said T needed to sish.

T dont even know if it c\c-l'uaH)/ le3a| for a kid
m)/ age +to sish a c\\eck, but I Fisur‘ed -H\ese
?eoPle \)robabl?/ needed to get Paid, so L scribbled

my hame down on each one.

DAE May 8
/

I:]AJD?RT(I].IE Cryan thdsca?ihq (1, 248.00

I 4
one thousand two hundred -For-l';/—eig}\'i' dollars

MEMo  mulch %

Ih +he middle of sishiha c\\ecks, I 30+
5h+erru?+e& AGAIN. This time the secre“l‘ar)/ said
+here was a ?roHem in +he boys’ ba+hroom in +he
R wing that T needed to deal with.
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Some idiot had ri??ecl a sink off the wall, and T4
be willing to bet i+ was Mar—i')/ Vinson. So now a
pipe was busted and i+ was 'ﬂoocliha +he bathroom
with water.

T went 1o find a Jahi‘for +o handle the ?rob\em,
but ﬂ\e)/ said Plumbihg repair wash+ in their
contract, so there was ho-ﬂ\ihs +\\e7/ could do
about it.




By now -H-\ihss were rea“)/ getting out of hand
wi-ﬂ‘\ -H'\e ﬂooclihs Situation, because -H‘\ere was
water in the B-wihg }\allway. A bunch of kids had
sro\bbe& lunch +ro\)15 from +he cafeteria and were
+o+all7 going nuts.

T knew it would +ake forever to get +he ?lumbers
out to the sc\‘\ooh so T went back to the Jo\hH'ors
to +r7 and strike a deal.

T +old them +hat if -H-\e)/ fixed the leak in the

bo\“f)nroom, I’d SEVe -H\em ﬂ\is Friclo\)/ off. But I
guess +hose 9uys could +ell -H\ey had me over a

barrel, so ﬂ‘\ey \aus}\ed for even more.

/E 12) 4,
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The Janitors came up with a whole list of demands,
like better dental care, lohser breaks, and

the chance to work remo+e|7 oh Mohcla?/s and
We&hes&ays.

Even -H'\oua}\ T didnt know if T +ec)nh.'ca||7
had +he au-l')norH')/ to agree to all that stuff, T
fiaured f T didnt then the whole B wing would
be uhcler water be-Fore +\‘\e eh& of +\'\e da)/.

Amf-fer +hat situation was under control, 1T
wanted to J'us+ 90 back +o m)/ office and take it
ens)l until lunch.

But when T 30‘1‘ there T was in for a sur\)rise,
because -H\ere were a buhc}\ of kicls wai-h'hs ou+sicle
my door.
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'ﬂ-\e)/ were a few of the bi&gesi' troublemakers

n m srade. ‘ﬂ'\eir +ea.c}\ers sent +)nem Yo +}\e
?rihci\)al's office, which meant that now T had to
deal with +hem.

/

PRINCIPAL

The ‘Hnihs is, T knew T couldn*t come down too
hard on these kids because T was gonhna have

to face them the next &qy when T WASN'T
Prihci\)al. So T gave each of them a pep A‘h:”: and
told them 4o +r7/ and make better choices.

PAT
PAT

E LICK
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T made sure to send each one awo.)/ with a
lolliPo? to s+a7 on their sood side, but that
turned out to be a bia mistake. Pecause once
word got back to the rest of the students that
+he ?rihciPal was ‘\ahclihg out cahcl?f for beihg
bad, i+ caused a {)ES e,

All of a sudden kids were acting out in class to get
sent o the Prihci\:ars office. And i+ wasn+ Just
+he reaular troublemakers, either.

Ih fad’, ohe of +)r\ern was A|ex Arudd ; w\-\o’s
the smartest kid in rn)/ 3ra&e. And a bis fan of
lolli?o?s, o\P?o\reh-Hy.




After T ﬁhally 9ot finished c}ealiha with the bad
kids, T had to deal with the GOOD ones. And
since this was the first time cm)/ of them had ever
been sent +o the PrihciPal’s office, -H-\ey seemed a
li+tle stressed out to be there.

7

PRINCIPAL

T didn™ have time to deal with all these ?eo‘ﬂe,
'H'\oush, because the secre+ar>/ told me T was
already late for the weeH?/ staff meeting in the

com[erehce room.
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When T 9ot there, T could +ell from the looks
on eVet‘)/ohe'$ faces +}m+ -Hwis wash + soihs to be

a lot of fun. And T was ria\ﬁ‘ about that.

As soon as I sat down i ‘H‘\e +edc\'\ers |auhc"\ec{ nto
+heir complairﬁ‘s y which covered e\!er)/'l”"\ihs from how
man clry-erase markers each ohe of ‘H\em 3e+s ‘o

the His)n T:lyers Club kids using +heir lounge.

Before |oh3, eVeryohe was +a|]<ih3 at once and T
cou|c$h’+ even mo\ke out w\wa-f ahyohe was sa)fihs.

LS.



So T came up with a rule. T Sra.bbed a s+a?|er and
told the teachers +hat if someone wanted +o talk,
then +}\e)/ had 4o be )nolc{ihs +he s+o\?|er. And
that worked for a little while.

Mrs. Lo\ckey 3r‘i\>e& about how teachers should get
to Park +heir cars closer to the buﬂ&iha, which
seemed Pre++7 reasonable to me.

But she kind of went on and on, and T realized
we should Probably create a time limit for how

|oh3 you’re allowed 4o hold +he s-l'o\\aler.

Before T could announce the new rule, Mr. Ball
shatched the s+a‘>|er from Mrs. Lacke)/ so he
could talk about HIS issves.
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Ahcl since \'\e’s six foot seven, ‘H\ere wash+ a lot
a.h?/ohe could do about it.

T+ tums out Mrs. O'Harris kee?s a miniature
stapler in Ner purse, so she w\-\i??ed it out and
started complaining +hat teachers should get free
milk in the cafeteria. Even 'H'\ouS)n eVeryohe seemed
+o agree wH"‘\ ‘wer, hobody |il<ec} -H‘\e fact ‘H’\cﬁ' s‘ne
was breakiha the rules b)/ using an vnofficial s+a?|er.
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Peo?le started srabbihs at i+, and somehow Mr.
Tu?a ended up wH'\'\ +)ne miniature s+a?|er a++ac\-\ed
to his ear. We had 4o pause +he meeting so he
could 9o to the nurse’s office and have it looked at.

T decided the s+a\7ler idea wasn+ workihs, so T
tried a different a‘)?roo\c)n. The new deal was +hat
if )/ou wanted to -halk, )mu had o raise 7our hand
and wait to be ackhowledge&, which was a rule all
the +eachers seemed +o understand.

OOH!
OOH!

s

7
>~

X
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T called on Mrs. Shelburn first, who has a b;e-F
with Ms. Pritchard over a computer.

The school bous)rﬁ a hew laP-l'oP +o rePIo\ce a
broken one, and +’ne7 gave it to Ms. Pritchard.
But Mrs. Shelburn -H‘\ous)n‘l' +hat since she's been
at the school |oh33r, she deserved the new lo\\)'i'o?.

The two of them started going at i+ in front of
eVeryboéy, and -H'\e?f ac+ua||7l had +o be se?arn-feJ.

T +\'\ou3“\+ +\‘\e7 each had a \)re-H'y valid claim
to the new computer, but T couldn® think of a
solution that would make them both ha\)?y.

Then T remembered a s+or7 from Suhc}o\y school
about this wise kihs who had to deal with this
exact same kind of ‘H\ihs.
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T +old +he two teachers +hat +\'\e7 could split

+he lo\‘)-i'o? down the middle and each get half. T
ﬁsured one of them would Just let +he other have
+he computer, because half a |°?+°P iS ho Soo& +to

But '\; guess I underestimated \'\ow muc)n -H'\ese ‘wo
teachers didnt want +he other one to have +he new

|a\>+o?, because +)ne7 SPlH‘ it r@ﬁ down the middle,
and enc)n +ook a ‘-\al-r.

B}t the end of the meeting, T REALLY needed o
break, but T wasn®t off +he hook ye-l'.

162



A few of +¥\e C-wihs renters were wai-h'h3 ou+si4e
my office, and T couldn™ even imagine what this

was soiha 1o be about.
L7 |

2
- PRINCIPAL
O
l"

Ap?areh-fl?/, +he Po\ice doss got ih-l' a batch o

Mrs. Jackson's oatmeal raisin cookies , So she wanted

+he ?olice cle\ao\r-l'meh-f to pay for her lost \DFO‘FH‘S.

But the police said Mrs. Jackson was hegligent for
leqvihs +he door to her classroom unlocked, and
since raisins are toxic to &oas, +)ne>f wanted her

to pay +heir veterinarian bills. And T didnt even
know where to start with THAT one.

Luckily, T didnt have 4o deal with it right then,
because Vice PrihciPdl R07 came on the louds?eaker
and said eVer)/ohe needed to come down to +)ne

9ym for a s?ecidl assem{>|y.
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T had no idea what +he assembl)/ was about, but

1 }\o‘nesﬂy didn+ care as long as T didnt have 1o
ac-l'uall)/ do c\h)/ﬂ\ihs. But it turns out T was wrohg
about that.

When T saw the Iym stage, T realized w}w)/

Prihci\)d Bottoms was so eager to leave school

‘I'ocldy-
‘ T

| PUCKER UP
PRINCIPALI
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T +4ried to turn around and head back to my
office, but there was alreac{)/ a wall of students

blockihs m)/ way. So T knew H\ere was ho 3e+’rih3
out of it.

164



And if you were ever curious about what its like to
kiss a P19» its ac+ual|7 not as bad as ?/ou'd +hink.

T'm sure T had a few more hours on the clock,
but b)f then T74 ?re++7 much had my Fll of beihs

n c}mr‘ae.

So T left a note on the school secre+ar)/’s desk
and gave myself permission to leave a litte earl)/.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

1 quIJr.
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Tues&a.;g

After beihs Prihci?al for the Dc\)/ , T was ?re'H'?f
\‘mpvy to just go back to beihs a resulnr student
for the rest of the 7ear. But when T 30‘1’ +to

school this morhihs, T found out that 'H‘\ihas are
about o c)nahse for EVERYONE.

The student paper comes out on Tuesdnys, and
even +\‘\ou3)n it's free, T don+t usua”y bother
sro\bbihs a copy- But this time T could ell -H\e)/
had broken a 653 $+or)/.

EXTRA!
EXTRA!

.o, T

------
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Accorclihs to the front page, the state is
\Dlahhihs on closiha +he school. And +he ohly way
it can S‘h:\?/ open is if we brihs our scores up oh +he
standardized test next week.

But based on -I')ne way -l')nihss \mVe been 30ih3 -H\is
ear, it doesn+t seem like theres omy chance of

THAT ‘Wd\)?ehiha.

T know this news is a bi3 deal and all, but our
student paper is alwa?/s super dramatic with their
}-\eadlihes, and this time wasnt am)/ different.

The Student Crier

THE END
IS NEAR

Middle School to Close If Scores Don't Improve
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A??areh-fl)/, Prihci\)al Bottoms ac+ua||7 kinew

about this for a while, but T guess he didnt

want to cause a Pahic risM" before we took the
standardized test. The Ohl7 reason the student
paper found out about it at all is because +’ne7f had
a 5?7 in the front office.

'ﬂ'\is re?or-i'er named Freddie Larkin had been
-Fakihg injuries for +he past two weeks so he could
g0 ‘o -H'\e nurse s omqice, w%ic\‘\ IS n'g\'\-l' outside -H\e
conference room. Ah& some}xow 3 hobo&y co\ug\'\‘l' on
to what he was up to.
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But the school ?roanP/ should Ve broken the news
themselves, because now eVer)/ohe's i a panic. And

hobod)/ knows what's soihs +o }mﬂ)eh to us if the
school DOES close.

The article said +hat if the state shuts us down,
+)r\e7"re gonhha S\)|H‘ eVeryohe up and send us to two
different schools in heis}\borihs towns.

One of the schools is Fulson Tech, which Just oPehecl
las+ )/ear and is svmmsec“y rea.H)/ hice. 1h fact,
Tve heard some crazy +‘nih3s abovt HOW nice i+
is. Albert Sahdy says their lunch menu was created
b)/ some famous chef ; and +)ne7’Ve even 30‘1’ a meat-
carving station in the cafeteria.

7NN
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They also have a massage -H-\era?is-l' on staff o
"\d‘) kids reduce their stress, and a room with
haP?ihS Po&s for when students need a break.

172222

Their assemblies are PreH')/ -I'oP-i\-\ehf, t0o. Th the
las+ year +)ne7 had a Formula One driver and a +eam
of astronauts who are headed to Mars, which kind

of makes Rahdyjs Re‘ﬁile Revue seem a litte c}xz.es)f

SNOOZE
CHAMBER

SNOOZE
CHAMBER

{)y corn?o\risoh.




So if you end vp getting sent to Fulson Tech,
you’re all set. T+s +he OTHER Place eVer?/ohe’s
worried about, which is Slacksville Middle School.

Slacksville’s buildihg is older than ours, and it doesn+
have air-cohdi-ﬁohihs. ’ﬂ‘\ey cant even open +heir

windows to 3e+ some fresh air when the weather’s
warm because the middle school is ris}rl' next to the
state &um\).

FAN
FAN

T+s not Just the students who are worried
about w)noﬁ"s 30ih3 ‘o hd\)?eh ‘o ‘l‘}\em. I-f’s -H\e
teachers, too. They know that if the school
closes, -Hwe)/ could lose their J'obs.
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So at this point, Ms. Pritchard has given up oh
+eac‘wih3 Geome+r7 com‘)|e+e|7/ because s}\e's +r7fih3
to ?lc\h for her future.

JOB LISTINGS

The rest of the staff has started |ool<ih3, +oo.
Our hewest janitor even posted something on the
bulletin board +o see if he can get work if +his
whole -H\iha blows vp-

® AVAILABLE FOR ODD JOBS ®

® housecleaning
e small motor repair

e dog walking

L7z



'ﬂwrsda;

T 9ot some seriousl7 3004 news yes-l'erc}n?f. The
student paper found out which kids are going

where if +he school closes, and ‘H-\e)/ Pos-l'e& +he
list on +he bulletin board in the main entrance.

Ahcl I)m \’\c\?\))/ Yo sc\)/ -I')ndri' if we se-i' shrl' &owr\,
T'm Keaded 4o Fulson Tech.

T ‘|')nou3\\+ the way the school would split us up
would be by sehdihs kids whose last names started
with A-M 4o one Place and the kids whose las+
hames started with N-Z +o the other. But T
guess -H\e)/ wanted to be fm’r, So +)ne7 did it by

a.l+er‘ha+ih3 between names.
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Thats lucky for me, but not so lucky for Jenha
Heq|7 and Alfonso Hendricks.

Healy, Jenna — Slacksville
Heffley, Greg — Fulson Tech

Hendricks, Alfonso — Slacksville

Uh'For‘l'uhai'el)/, Rowlefs name didn+t {all in +he
ris}'vl' spot, which means he'll be going to Slacksville.

And even +\woua\'\ T +old him T4 ’Drihg home
leftover ?n‘me rib from +he Fulson Tec\\ cafeteria
eVery &ay, it &i&h’-f seem o c}\eer )nim vp dh)/.

FEINN
L] .

Rowley’s all stressed out, and so are half the other
kids at my school. Their oh|)/ ho?e at this point is

+hat the school does well on +he standardized test
and the state doesnt shut us down.
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A few kids’ ?qreh-fs even hired \:rEVa+e tutors ‘o
“xelP +them s+ud>/ , and Rowle)/’s parents got him a
different tutor for eVer)/ sih3|e sub  ject. And that
stinks for me, because i+ means he doesn+t have ahy
free time +o )nahs out after school.

T think Rowley's parents went a little overboard
with this +u+orih3 stuff 3 -H\oush. ﬂ'\e)/ even 30+
Hm a Phys Ecl tutor, and I’m Pre‘H')/ sure hone
of that stuff is gohna be on the test.




‘Fl"idd?f
ﬂ‘\ihss are c}\ahaihg faster at school than T can
kee\) vp wH'h.

A few parents decided o Just Pull +he ‘7|u3 and
send their kids o \Dr‘ivwi'e school instead. And T'm
not gonha sa)/ T was sad to see Mo\r-l')/ Vinson go-

I n

Dc\hh7 Tahs’s parents decided o PU” him out, too,
which meant T -Fihqlly had a locker all o m)/sel-F.

‘
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Then SOmeﬂ'\ihS )na‘)Pehed that made a giant mess
of -H\ihss. Alex Aruda’s parents decided -H\ey didnt
feel like waiting, so ‘H-\e)/ enrolled him in a boardihs
school on the other side of the state. But since he's
got a name at the front of the alphabet, it had a
ri\)\ale effect 'i'}\roush the whole list.

Now eVer)/ kid who was SUP‘)osed Yo go to
Slacksville is going to Fulson Tech, and eVer?/ kid
wl'\o was su‘)?osed ‘o g0 +o Fulson Tec\w IS \weac}ec}
to Slacksville instead. And everyone found out
when the student paper poste +he new list on
+he bulletin board.

-
P

2
/ e )
[/)277/{’1\8 7[//'/) fide
So -H\ihss got -Fli‘)?ed u?sic}e down, and all the kids

n my group were +o+o\||)/ +hrown for a |oo?.
A
g,
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But everyohe ELSE was on top of +he world. And
)/ou,d +hink that kids like Jenna Head)/ and Alfonso
Hendricks mis}\‘l' be a little more considerate about
celebra-h'hs around the rest of us.

@
- & &
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A bunch of kids tried convincing this girl named
EVd Aarthoh ‘o clro? out ah& g0 +to Pri\!drfe
school, because if she did, it would 'FliP +he list back

Yo how it was.

But I guess s\'\e was reall)/ lookihs forward +o
+hose hn\)\)ihs ?ocls , because even after we offered
her all our snacks, she wouldnt budae.




On the walk home from school, Rowle)/ said he'd
briha me his leftovers from the meat-carving
station eVer)/ &ay. And T know he was J'us-i‘
+r7n'h3 +o make me feel better, but for some
reason i+ reall)/ got on my herves.

T 4ried to get my parents to pull me out of school
and send me +o a school with ?erks like -H\e.)/ have

at Fulson Tech. But even after T went over all +he
behe-FH's, +\we)/ sai& Privtﬁ'e sc’nool was ‘oo exPehSEVe.

o PN
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Mohda

T 'Fisur‘ecl +he ohl;,/ chance T had of c\mhsihs my

situation was +o do rn)/ best on that standardized

test and \'\o‘)e everyone else w_ﬂ&?cx_ri. So

+his weekend, T hit +he books. L /m// 07105 wa7h+

The ProHem is, its not easy ca+c’nih3 up oh a
whole 7ear of school. And T didnt even know
w}-\ere +o star+.

T +tried +o give mysel-p little breaks every now
and then +o keeP myseh[ motivated. But T guess
T got a little carried away becavse T ended up
SPehc{ihs more time regdiha romance hovels +han
school textbooks.
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T realized my s+rq+e37/ wash+ workihs, so I
decided +o +r7 a +o+ca||)/ different q\a?roac\-\.

I ‘Fisure& it 1 svrrouhdec{ myself wi‘f\'\ my
textbooks, T mish‘l' be able to Just absord all +he
information into m)l brain somehow.

But T dont think i+ reo\ll)/ worked, because when T
woke up +his morhing T didnt feel ahy smarter.

el

w s

N
On +o? of +\‘m+, +he ink ‘H\e?/ use Yo Prih+ +hose
+ex+{>ooks wi-ﬂ‘\ must be rea“)/ chea‘), because ]:

ended up with the ?erioclic +able of elements stuck
to my cheek.
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You can +ell a lot of kids are really nervous about
the test tomorrow, because +}\e7',re doihs all sorts
of Cf'd?.)/ ‘H\ihss for sood luck.

Some people have been brihgiha horseshoes and
other Sood luck charms to school. And Ricky
Fisher’s been selling +rinkets he swears will get
your math score up b?/ +weh+>/ Poih‘l's.

Some kids think that its Sood luck if you ohl)/
step on +he red tiles on the school floors, but
oﬂ\ers de +}\e red ones are BAD luck. Ah& +}m+,s

creating a dahserous situation in the }mllways.
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Some people are so des‘:erc\-l'e +o do well on this
test that ﬂ‘\e)/,\le even turned to the statue of
Larry Mack. ﬂ\e)/ve been |env|'h3 candles and
makihg offerihgs +o his shoes in \-\oPes +hat

50me\\ow il )nelP.

But +he school said it was a fire hazard, so +oc}a7
-H\er cleared the stuff out.

Al T can say is that if were counting on Larr)/
, s Lome Ayt S )
Mack’s feet +o save us tomorrow, we could be in

even more trouble than T 'H‘\ous“rl'.

184



Tuescla;

Toc}ay was -H-\e clay of +\'\e bis standardized test,
which was scheduled 4o start a+ 8:30 and be over
at noon. Ahc{ even ﬂ'\ouah T did rn)/ best +o
prepare for i+, T was still nervous because Tve
hever been a great test-taker.

The \Droblem is that T get distracted really edsily.
So if someone in *H'\e room S \'\ummihs or chewihs
gum, it +o+a|l?/ breaks Py concentration. And
since half the kids in my Srade didn* even care
how 'H'\e)/ did on this H\ihg, +here were wa)/ more

distractions +ocla7 +han usuval.
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T real\y wish T had 'H\oua\‘rl' ahead and broua}rl'
some noise-canceling ‘wead‘)‘\ohes or some-i'\wiha to
block out the sound. The ohl7 kid in the room who
could ac+ua“7 focus was Lucky, who wore a helmet
to stop people from rubbing his head.

T fel+ a litte better khowihe Luck)/ was +r)/ih3

to do well on the test, because he’s Preﬁ—ty smar+
and T ﬂgured he'd get our test scores up. T also
knew we couldnt count on Andrew Huck 4o be the

] Sfave vy
one to come -H\rouah for us.

SﬂlFF
1FF ~ ¢
SN

But the bisﬁer Froblem was with +the kids who
were headed to Fulson Tech, becavse T realized
‘H'\e)/ werent even gonna TRY 4o do well.
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)/'s answer s)nee+, +hat Pre++7t much

i 3

do bad on PURPOSE. And w}-\eh T ?eeke& at
NAME_Jenna Hed|v

Ih fact, I sus?ec+ecl ‘H’\ose kids were +r7ih3 +o

Jenna Heal
cohfi r‘rnecl
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T -Fisure& +he oh|7 +\'\Eh3 T could do was +r7 my
hardest and "\o‘)e for +he best. But the +est
it+self was Pro\cﬁcn“y im\)ossible, and it felt like
whoever wrote +he questions didn% ac+ua||7 wanh+t
o\hyohe to succeed.

Please fill in the choice that best answers the
above question.

1

1and 3

1 and 2 but not 4

All of the above

None of the above

oo QW

Th the end, none of it mattered ahywa)/. A RKalf
Nour into the test, a bee flew into the room,
w)nic‘\ hobody seemed to notice exceP+ me.

BZZZ
JERR %




But +hat one bee was followed b?f a whole SWARM

of bees a minute later, and we all had to evacuate

the classroom.

gz%;gzzzzzzzzzzzz

_",:: ,‘:" b W*’:‘*Q*

T+ turns out the snake that escaped from the
dssembly got into +he room the police were renting
in the C wing, and ‘I'o-l'o\”y freaked out the Joss.
So the doss busted down their door +o escape.




The beekee‘:er 9ot curious about all +he commotion
in the }\allwa?/ and cracked open her door, which
was a )nuse mistake.

p

The bees got into our classrooms, and all +he
students had to wait in the parking lot while the
fire &e?ar-fmeh-f took care of +he situation inside.
And this was one of those times when it wouldve
been really hice o have more +han one school hurse.




Monda

QOur scioors standardized test scores came back,
and let’s Just say the result+s werent 3004.
\\\obody even 30+ Pas-t‘ +he math section, and
a‘)?areh-fly the state doesnt give 7ou a do-over if
your classrooms get invaded by bees.

That means our school of-ﬁcio\ﬂy closed on Frido\y ,
and the student paper marked it with one last
sPecial edition. Ahd even -Hwoug"\ 1 }mVeh’Jr }mc} a
ton of fun in this Pldce, i+ still fel+ like a sad da.y.

The Student Crier

IT°S OVER

Middle School to Close lts Doors for Good

191




No+t eVerybo&?/ was broken up about the school
closihg, -I'}\oua“\. The kids who were going to Fulson
Tech seemed ?re-l-l')/ J'aizec{, and Mrs. deke)/ was
excited o head off on a cruise with her husband.

But +he person who seemed the MOST excited was
PrihciPa‘ Bottoms. And now that T +hink of i+ 4
Ke’s \arobaH)/ been checked out for a while.
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To&ay was the start of my hew life as a Slacksville
Middle School student. But if eVer)/ day is going
1o be like this one, T could be in for a rous)n ride.

First of all, T had o get up a whole hour earlier
to catch the bus, which meant i+ was still kind of
dark. And its a little cle?ressihs beihg at the bus
stop when the moon is still out.

But i+ 9ot worse from there. Since T'm the oh|7
kid in my heis)nbor)nood who's going o Slacksville,
‘H'\e)/ can+t ?U+ me on a resular bus. That meant

'ﬂ\e)( )na& Yo Sehd someone to ?ick me up for sc\'\ool.
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And even +\‘\ou3¥'\ T like &035, T'm +he +7/?e of

person w\'\o hee&s -H‘\eir Space n -H\e morhiha.

PANT, |, gl
PANT! | Ao

T +tried o +ell r})/self it wasnt so bad. But that

was before one of the groomers washed a 553 Saint

Bernard, and he shook himself off mid-rinse.
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I‘F 7ou o\sk me, +}\e first dd at a new sc‘\ool IS
hard ehoug\\ without Sme“ihs like a wet 503.

-
[ 1|

AT

SLACKSVILLE

MIDDLE
wal SCHOOL

T +\\ou3\'\+ +here rnish-i' be some kind of official

welcome for the new students, but T'm not so sure

anyohe even knhew we were coming. Tm kind of Slad
-H\e)/ didnt make a {353 deal of it, +)nou3}\, because
T got some hard looks when T walked down the
}-\o\llwa?/.
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A+ least T was smart ehouah not +o wear any
gear from my old school. Andrew Huck had on
a Looters shirt, and he mis’n‘f as well have been

wean’hs a +ar3e+ on his back.

\\\obod)/ gave us a schedule, so when the bell rang
T s+e‘>‘>ecl into the nearest classroom, where the
Ehalis}\ teacher was reaciihs a picture book +hat

was way below our sra&e level.
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That's when T started +o realize that +the
qualH')/ of education was even lower at this school
-H-wm it was at -H\e one I came from.

Th Social Studies, -H\e)/ were using textbooks that
were at least +we.h+>/ years old. Tn Geome-l'ry ,
+}\e>/ were 30ih3 over stuff we covered a REALLY

|oh3 time agpo.

SQUARE TRIANGLE

CIRCLE

Ih Science, *H-\e)/ \'\a& ﬂ\e Same 1’7Pe of equi\vmehi'
we }-\acl at our sc\'\ooL But lﬂm Pre'Hy sure +)ne7
were J'us+ burhihg stuff for fun.

i



That wasnt the oh|7 +)nih3 +that was a little off,
-H'\ous\'\. Th P}\)ls Ed, ‘I'\'\e)/ used full-size softballs
for the Do&sebdll unit. The SPecial of the Pa)/ n
+he cafeteria was a fried fish ?aﬁy between two

slices of pepperoni pizza. And even 'ﬂ\ous‘\ the

school assembly was entertaining, it didnt seem to

have ah)/ actual educational vale.

So Tm +r)/ih3 not to get too comfortable here.
Because based on m ex\)eriehces on +¥\e first da?/,
Td be willihs +o bet Slacksville is going o be the

hext school o close.
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The nice +Hh3 about {)eihs n a quce where +he
expectations are a little lower is that i+ gives you
a chance 4o shine. And not to bro\a, bt T'm
Pre-H'y sure 1T m one of the smartest kids a+t my

new school.

PeoPle are starting to notice, too. T overheard
a kid askihs his friend how much +ime was lef+ in
class, so T +old him. And +}\e7 were both amazed
T knew how to read a regular clock.

199



Word 9ot around, and nhow everyone at school is
calhhg me Time Lord. T dont know if T should
be Proucl of khowms how to tell the time, but T
guess when )/ou re the new kid )/ou heed +o +ake
what )/ou can get.

But then my fame reached a whole new level. We
were making fudge brownies in Home Ec, and
when T looked in the fr;&se to see what other
chsre&aeh‘l's ﬂ\e?f had, T realized T could w\m
someﬂ\-hs up -H'\a-l' would guarantee me an A in
+he class.

\




So that’s how fu&ge&ogs 9ot introduced o
Slacksville Middle School. And even H‘\ous}'\ T fel+
kind of bad for giving away ry old school’s secret

recipe, T -Fusure& i+ didnt rea"?/ matter o\h)/more

The clock ‘H‘\ihg made me ?o?ular, but the
-Fucisecloas made me FAMOUS. And now all of
a suddeh I \-\a.& a TON of new frieh&s n ﬂ\e

cafe-rerio\.
oo DOINK
3. G )
GoBB LE A

1 s ﬁﬁ"‘ i

--g I! L0 T~

,ﬂ\

GOBBLE
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But +\'\e best Par+ was w}xeh I started 3e++ih3 a
few female admirers, which never %a‘)?ehe& at my

old school.

T noticed a cou?le of 3Er|s were w\'\isPeriha about
me in the ho\llway, and then one named So?%ie
came over and asked a queS‘h'oh. Ah& even "r\\oua‘\
T could tell she was Just |oo’<ih3 for an excuse +o
talk, T didnt really mind.

CAN YOU TELL
ME WHAT MY
WATCH SAYS?
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T’nihgs moved \)reﬁ)/ fast from there. So‘ﬂ\ie and
T ate lunch +ose+)ner for the rest of the week,
and when she held my hand in the }m"wa)/, +hat
made it official.

But even 'H\ous"\ T reall)/ ehJoyihs what the +two
of us have going on at school, i+ wont reall)t mean
dhyﬂwihs until we go oh an actual date to the
moVies or some-l'}\ihs. Because were starting to run
out of +)nihss 1o talk about at lunch, and there are
oh‘)/ 50 many fudgedogs a person can eat.

SMACK
CHOMP  CHgy,

203



Sa‘l'ur&a?i oy SErE vp i contage

T worked up the nerve to ask So?\'\ie Yo go out
on a &oﬁ'e, and she said 7/es. But since neither one
of us can &riVe, +hat meant we'd have +o 3e+ one
of our ?areh'i's to do it.

T reo\lly didnt want either of my parents drivihs,
becavse T knew -H\ey’ci totally embarrass me in
front of a girl. So So?He asEe& her dad +o +ake
us to the movies, and he said he would.

T waited ouvt in my front yar&, and when T saw

a car driving slow|7 down our street T knew it
must be them. And one look a+ her dad’s fdhc)/
car told me their quily must have a lot of mohey.
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T saw the car’s license ?|a+e before T noticed who
was driviha it. And that's when T realized T°d

never asked SoP’nie her last name.

7z

F

\

L

MACK JR

"

SoP\wie never meh-h'ohed +)na+ her dacl was Larr
Mack Junior, and if she had, T Probabb/ wouldn+
have had the courage to ask her out. But now
here he was, in front of m7 house. Ahd he didnt
look too thrilled to be there, either.

YOU CAN HOP
i IN THE BACK.
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T+ turmns out SoPHe didnt tell her dad what
town T lived in before she asked him to Pick me
vp, and that mis}\-l'JVe ac‘hmll)/ been on purpose.

Because from the way he was ac-h'hs, he didn+
seem too thrilled to be in a heis\'\bor\\oocl on the
other side of the +racks.

T4 never met someone as famous as Larr)/ Mack
Junior, so L was a little nervous. T tried +o
talk to him about car stuff, but T ?robc\bl?/ made
myself sound dumb.

SO ARE THOSE 24-INCH
CHROME RIMS ON
YOUR WHEELS?

T
o)

206



When we 9ot o +he movie theater, he actuall
came inside with us. And T'm not sure if he req”y

wanted to see the movie or if he was J'us+ +here o
kee? an eye on us.

-
l
I
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N

After the movie, we went 4o a P'dce +hat sells
burgers and shakes. T was )noPihs Sop}xie’s dad
would wait in the car, but he followed us in
THERE, +oo.

."’v’v‘v””""‘v‘v
‘301:2:?:02‘?.’:020?
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As soon as we sat downh, Larry Mack Junior started
arilling me. He wanted to know what kinds of kids
I )nuhs out wH’}\ ahd w}\c\‘l‘ my Pareh'l‘s clud for a
|ivih3, and even what kind of car +\-\e)/ drove. T+
was ?re-H-)/ clear he didnt think a person like me was
sood ehous’n for Nis &au3¥\+er.

Luckily, T got a break when the waiter came o
+he table 40 hand us our menus. T+ took me a
second o recoghize \'\im, 'H'\ous"\.

IKSA ATUPPO, T
GREGORIO? A
g /7
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T+ was Mr. Le7/+oh, my old Latin teacher. T was
a li+te SUrPriseJ to see him workihs n a Place like

+his, but T was Just )na?\oy 1o see a -Friehc“y face.

We got into a conversation, and all my Latin came
r‘us\'\iha back. After we made small talk about the
weather and stuff like that, T ?lc\ce& an order for
+hree hambursers and three chocolate milkshakes,
which really seemed to impress SoPHe’s dad.

TROSO AMBURAGROS

Y SHAKOMUCCAS SI
. BIEN!
' ;

S

All of a sudden, Lar‘ry Mack Junior started
acting +o+a||7 different toward me. Now he
wnh’l'e& to know about w}m—i‘ kih& of s—{'udeh'i’ j:
was and if T had any OTHER +alents T could
s‘\ar‘e wH‘}\ }\im.
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So?\m’e told her dad T could +ell the +ime using
a real clock, which uhfor+uha+e|7 didn*t seem to

imPress him as much as it did rn)/ classmates a+t

Slacksville Middle School.

Then she told him that T invented -Fudsedoss,
which DID seem to imPress him. So for the rest of
+he his\\-i' we just talked about what it takes +o

run a successful business.

T dont want o get too ahead of m)/sehf , but if
+his +\\ih3 works out with So\o\\ie my future m53¥\+
be totally different. And T4 JemfihHel)/ be willing
+o c}\ahse my last name if that's what it took o
be o part o the -Famil)/ business.

TELL 'EM THE
MACKS SENT




JUNE
Monda
A lot has c)ncmsecl since m)/ date with So?hie) and

none of it is Sood for me.

Larry Mack Junior decided the reason T was

such a Joris)n-l’ kid was because of the education

T received at Larry Mack Middle School. So he
donated a ton of mohe)/ to reopen i+, but this time

wH'}\ a new nhame.

The Student Crier

SAVED!

Millionaire Rescues Shuttered Schoo

3 =
ol LARRY MACK JUNIOR ',k
1 MIDDLE SCHOOL

i
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He even u?dﬁ'ed H\e statve n +¥\e front cour+)/ard
to mark +he reo?ehihs.

E ven ‘l')nous}\ it cost Ldrry Mack Junior a fortune
to reopen +he school, he got his mohey back n's)n-f
o\wa.)/. ’ﬂ'\a‘f’s because w)neh 'H\e workers s+ar+ecl
renovations in +the C wihs 5 +\‘\e7 discovered bdas of
cash in the walls.




When +he school reo?ehed, me and all the kids
who 9ot sent to Slacksville and Fulson Tech had

to come back. And not eVeryohe was thrilled about
+he news.

Th fact, T think most Peoyle were HAPPY a+
+heir new schools. So all of a sudden T'm the
villain for getting our school reo?ehe&.
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So?\m’e didnt want to date |oh3—clis+<mce, so when
T switched schools she broke up with me. But Tm
‘l"nihkiha T mi3¥\+’\le ac‘l‘uall)/ dodgec{ a bullet on
that one.

Dear Greg—

I+s ovor.

T still see her dad almos+ eVery Jay, +¥\ou3¥-\. T
guess I ihsPirecl }\im +to 9o back +o sc‘xool ahcl
comPIe-l'e his education , S0 how he’s in half my

classes.




o
And he must have a lot of ?ull with the school,
because he mahaged to get Mr. Le)/-i'oh rehired.

OKKA TOI,
MESPO LEYTONI!
\

OOSH NOP
SOCRA
TONASI?

Larry Mack Junhior doesn+ 9o to school full-time
because he's sHill 9ot a car &ealers\\ip 1o run. And
a\)?areh'fl)/ its &oihs better than ever with +heir

new Promo-h'oh.

A
FREE FUDGEDOGS

WITH NEW VEHICLE PURCHASE




S?eo\kiha of which, now the town of Slacksville
IS c|aimih3 -ded' THEY invented fudse&oas, and
‘H\ey even put up a hew billboard.

Welcome to
Yackdville
£ £ —

Home of the™

Fudgedog! -

[1 |1
Thn fact, Slacksville Pa+eh+ecl +he recipe, which

means were not allowed o sell fu&se&css n our

o

cafeteria a.hymor‘e. Larl‘el)/, our school’s been +r‘7ih3
out some hew food items, but so far ho+¥\ih3’s really

taken off.

MAYONNAISE
GLOPS

P

pPLOP

— e, ——
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When +he school reo?ehed, +\-\e7 tried 4o get
Pn'hci?al Bottoms to come back 4o finish out the
)/eo.r. But from what T Ve heard, he's got a ?|o\ce
in the Caribbean and he's eh\jo)’ihﬁ his new life.

= ﬂg‘““ £

— ——

So H\ey hired o +em?orar7 replacement unhl +\we)/
find someone ?ermaheht But if H\e.?/ end up
s-h‘ckihg wi-l')n -Hwe new 3u7, I ho\\le serious concerns
about where m?/ education is headed.
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Up until now, middle school hasn't exactly been a joyride for
Greg Heffley. So when the town threatens to close the crumbling

building, he's not too broken up about it. | - X 7
P U S el 1l SRy o p f
But when Greg realizes this means he’s going to be sent to a
different school than his best friend, Rowley Jefferson, he
changes his tune. Can Greg and his classmates save their school
. before it's shuttered for good? Or is this the start of a whole new
... chapter for Greg?
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